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The Power of the Pen: From Oral Decisions to Written Law Codes (P & |) Materials Needed:

¢ Whiteboard or digital display

Notes/Handouts from previous lesson (L3 Foundation Charter or notes on resource rules)
"Oral Tradition vs. Written Law" comparison chart (T-chart template)

Index cards or slips of paper (approx. 5 per student)

Pens/Pencils

l. Introduction (5 minutes)
Review Previous Concepts (Bridge Language)

Educator Prompt: In our last lesson (L3), we established that moving from Nomadic life to Sedentary life
required us to create a **Political System (P)**—a system of authority and hierarchy—to resolve
conflicts over shared resources (N/E) and defend our wealth (S). You drafted a "Foundation Charter" with
rules created by your Chief (P). Imagine your village now has 3,000 residents, not 30. If the Chief
resolved a water dispute last year by telling the farmers, "You must share the water every Tuesday,"
what happens six months later when a new farmer moves in? How does he know the rule?

Hook: History's Problem of Memory

Oral rules—rules that are only spoken and remembered—are easily forgotten, misinterpreted, or unfairly
changed by powerful people. When a society becomes large (S), the need for stability and fairness
becomes critical. The solution that launched civilization into a new era was writing down the rules. This
shift institutionalized power (P) and embedded the community's core **Ideas (I)** about justice.

Learning Objectives (Tell Them What You'll Teach)

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

1. Differentiate between informal oral traditions and formal, standardized written law codes (P).

2. Explain how written law codes solidify the Social Structure (S) by formalizing hierarchy and
defining legal status.

3. Analyze how the act of writing down laws (P/l) ensures consistency, permanence, and fairness
across large sedentary populations.

Success Criteria

You have successfully completed this lesson when you can accurately explain one major advantage of
written law over oral law, and identify how a law code reflects the underlying **Ideas (I)** about justice
held by the society that wrote it.

Il. Content Presentation & Modeling (1 Do) (10 minutes)
The Institutionalization of Power (P)

When rules transition from being spoken by an Elder to being carved into stone, they become
**institutionalized**. This means they are part of a permanent structure (an institution) that exists
regardless of who is the current leader. | Feature | Oral/Traditional Rules (L3) | Written/Codified Laws
(L4) | | === | :=-- ] :--- | | ¥**Permanence** | Temporary; depends on human memory. Easily forgotten or
twisted. | Permanent; exists independent of the leader. Difficult to change. | | **Consistency** | Highly
inconsistent; leader might change the rule for a friend. | Consistent; all citizens (S) must follow the text
exactly. | | *Source of Power** | The Leader's Authority (P) | The Text (P) and the **Idea (I)** of the law
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itself. |
Ideas (I): Justice and Fairness

When a society decides what rules to write down (P), they are formalizing their core beliefs, or **Ideas
(I)**, about how life should be organized.

e **The |dea of Justice:** Written law allows for the shared idea that justice must be *equal* (or at
least consistently applied) across the whole community. You can refer to the law code to prove
the rule exists.

e **The |dea of Hierarchy (S):** Written laws often explicitly reflect the existing Social Structure (S).
For instance, a written law might state: "If a farmer (high status S) steals grain (E), the penalty is
X. If a hired laborer (low status S) steals grain, the penalty is Y." This formalized the social
hierarchy.

Bridge Language:

"We learned (L3) that sedentary life demands clear rules for water rights (N). Now, we are focusing not
just on *what* the rule is, but *how* the community ensures everyone follows the *same* rule, forever.
That is the power of written law (P/I)."

lll. Guided Practice (We Do) (15 minutes)
Activity 1: The Law Memory Test (P/I)

We will demonstrate the weakness of oral law. 1. Educator writes a complex, multi-step rule (P) on an
index card that directly relates to a common sedentary conflict (N/E/T)—for instance: "Any farmer who
blocks the irrigation channel (T) after the morning sun has peaked must pay three bushels of grain (E)
to the downstream farmer (S) unless the blockage was caused by river flooding (N)." 2. The Educator
secretly reads this rule to the first student. 3. That student must whisper the rule exactly to the next
student, and so on, down a line (or around the circle). 4. The last student writes the rule on the board. 5.
*Discussion:* Compare the final written rule to the original card. How quickly did the details (the
consistency, the fairness, the penalty) get lost or misinterpreted? 6. *We Do:* Discuss how writing the
original rule down (I/P) and displaying it publicly instantly solves this problem of memory and
consistency.

Activity 2: Formalizing Hierarchy (S/P)

Written laws quickly become a tool for managing the new Social Structure (S) created by specialized
labor and wealth accumulation (E). * *Prompt:* Look back at the conflict example from L3: Two farmers
fighting over water. In an oral system, the Chief might just say, "Stop fighting!" In a written system, the
law must be applied to *everyone* equally, but perhaps differently based on their social status (S). *
*We Do:* On the comparison chart, brainstorm reasons why a written law in an early civilization might
give harsher penalties to a non-landowning laborer (low S) than to a wealthy landowner (high S) for the
exact same crime. (Expected Answer: The law reinforces the power structure; the landowner is seen as
more valuable to the overall economy; the idea of justice is based on status.) Formative Assessment
Check: Ask students: If a law code states that the penalty for stealing is severe for common workers but
light for city officials, what does that tell us about the society's core **ldea (I)** of justice? (Checks
understanding that law reflects underlying beliefs and formalizes social structure S.)

IV. Independent Practice (You Do) (15 minutes)
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Activity: From Foundation Charter to Law Code (P, N, E, T, S)

Learners take one of the rules they drafted for their "Foundation Charter" (L3) and convert it into a
formal, written Law Code entry. They must ensure the law is consistent, enforceable, and addresses all
necessary historical contexts. Instructions: 1. Select one specific area of conflict (e.g., Water Rights
(N/T), Infrastructure Maintenance (T), or Defense of Grain Storage (E/S)). 2. Draft the law in a formal,
standardized, written format (P), ensuring it covers: * **The Specific Violation:** What action is
forbidden (e.g., diverting water). * **The Penalty:** What consequence results (e.g., pay 5 bags of grain
(E)). * *The Status Consideration (S):** Is the penalty different if the violator is a farmer vs. a slave? If
so, why? 3. Write a brief justification (I) answering: Why does writing this law down, instead of leaving it
to the Chief's memory, make the society stronger? (Connect to the Idea of consistency/fairness).
Application Scenario (Cumulative Understanding): Review L4: We discussed the need to organize labor
(P) to build massive infrastructure projects (T) like canals. Write one law (P) that ensures all members of
the community contribute labor for maintaining the canal (T/N). Explain how this law supports the long-
term **Economic stability (E)** of the sedentary village. (This tests the cumulative connection between
P, T, N, and E.)

Differentiation

o **Scaffolding:** Provide a structured template for the written law: "Law [Number]: If any person
[Violation], they must receive [Penalty]. This penalty applies differently to [Status Group 1] and
[Status Group 2] because..."

e **Extension:** Advanced learners research the concept of *precedent*—using past written rulings
to guide future decisions. They draft a second, related rule that clarifies their first law,
demonstrating how written laws build upon each other to create a complete legal system.

V. Conclusion & Recap (5 minutes)
Closure and Takeaways (Tell Them What You Taught)

Educator Question: We have now moved from the establishment of authority (P in L3) to the
institutionalization of that authority through written law (P/I in L4). What is the biggest advantage the
first written law codes gave to the *average citizen* (S) who might not have had personal access to the
Chief? (Expected Answer: Security, knowing the rules wouldn't change arbitrarily; the assurance of
consistent justice (1).)

Summative Assessment Check

Collect the "Foundation Charter to Law Code" activity. Check that the students demonstrated the ability
to create a formal rule (P) that reflects the needs of a sedentary society (N/E/T) and includes a brief
justification about the importance of permanence and consistency (I).

Flow to Next Lesson

Written law codes (P/l) are useless if they cannot be communicated, preserved, and taught ().
Furthermore, the complex needs of a permanent city (E) require detailed record-keeping—who paid
their taxes, who owns which land, and how much grain is stored. The need for permanent records and
mass communication of the law drives the next major developmental step: **The Emergence of Early
Writing Systems: Record Keeping, Communication, and Cultural Memory (C/T)**.
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