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Title: 6th Grade History Lesson: The Phoenicians - Leaving the Rivers for the Sea (Block 5) Materials
Needed * World Map or large laminated map (essential for locating the Mediterranean Sea, Phoenicia,
and major trading routes/colonies like Carthage). * Printouts/Digital images of Phoenician ships, purple
dye, cedar wood, and the Phoenician alphabet. * INSPECT Civilization Tracker (expanded with a new
column for Phoenicians). * Previous writing samples (cuneiform and hieroglyphics) for visual
comparison. * Whiteboard or large paper for the "Codebreaker" activity. * Index cards or small dry-erase
boards (for formative assessment). Learning Objectives (Success Criteria) Building on the understanding
of localized river-based economies, by the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to: *
Interaction/Economy (I/E, E): Explain how the Phoenicians’ coastal geography, lacking vast farmland,
necessitated a complete shift from an agrarian economy to a specialized maritime trade economy. *
Culture/Technology (C, T): Analyze the creation and purpose of the Phoenician Alphabet and justify why
it was a more effective tool for trade than the earlier complex writing systems (Cuneiform and
Hieroglyphics). * Synthesis: Compare the Phoenician method of expansion (colonization and trade) with
the previous methods of expansion (military conquest/empire building, e.g., Assyria). Block 5: The First
Global Connectors (50 Minutes) Introduction (5 min) Review & Reinforcement (Connecting to Previous
Lesson) Educator Prompt: We have studied five massive civilizations defined by their great rivers. What
was the *economic* focus (E) of all these cultures (Sumer, Indus, Egypt, China)? (Answer Focus:
Agriculture, producing massive food surpluses.) Now, imagine a region where the land is poor, rocky,
and surrounded by mountains. There are no vast rivers. How must the people survive? (Bridge
Language: Now that we know how food surpluses drove civilization, we will see how necessity drives
invention and trade.) Hook: The Purple People Educator Prompt: The Phoenicians were known as the
"Purple People" because they invented a dye so rare and valuable that only kings and emperors could
afford it. They didn't grow it, they found it in tiny sea snails! How did a small strip of land become the
wealthiest, most influential traders in the ancient world? Objectives Review Today, we focus on how
geographic limitations (I/E) forced the creation of a powerful trade network (E) and, most importantly,
the development of the ultimate communication tool (C, T): the Alphabet. Body: From River to Sea (40
min) I Do: Geography and Economic Necessity (15 min) Content Delivery: * I/E (Interactions with
Environment): Locate Phoenicia (modern Lebanon) on the map. Point out the surrounding Mediterranean
Sea and the proximity to earlier civilizations (Egypt, Mesopotamia). Emphasize the lack of vast fertile
land compared to the Nile or Yellow Rivers. * E (Economic Systems): Explain the shift: Since they
couldn't trade grain surpluses, they specialized in high-value, rare items: Cedar wood (Tigris/Euphrates
lacked good timber), Glass, and the famous Purple Dye (Tyrian Purple). * T (Technology): Introduce the
Phoenician ship—a key innovation. Discuss how they mastered deep-sea navigation and perfected
shipbuilding, allowing them to travel farther than anyone before. We Do: The Colonization Network (15
min) Activity: Mapping the Marketplace (E, P) * Introduce the concept of colonization. Unlike Assyria,
which used its army (P) to conquer and rule new territories, Phoenicians used colonies (like Carthage) as
trading posts (E) and refueling stations. * Interactive Mapping: Using the map, trace the general trade
route from the Phoenician coast (Tyre, Byblos) out across the Mediterranean to key colonies and back. *
Discussion: Compare Phoenician political systems (P) to the empires previously studied. Educator
Prompt: Why was a large standing army (like Assyria's) unnecessary for the Phoenicians, given their
goals? (Focus: Their power was economic, not military. They focused on peaceful profit.) * Formative
Assessment: Learner identifies three unique specialized trade goods sold by the Phoenicians and notes
the direction of the trade (e.g., Cedar went from Phoenicia to Egypt). You Do: The Ultimate Trade Tool
(10 min) Application: The Alphabet Advantage (C, T) * Introduce the Phoenician Alphabet. Compare it
visually with Cuneiform (complex wedges, hundreds of symbols) and Hieroglyphics (pictures, used for
religious texts). * Explicit Connection: Explain that the Phoenicians needed a simple, fast writing system
that *any* merchant, from any culture, could quickly learn to record sales, contracts, and ship
manifests. The Phoenician system used only 22 symbols, representing *sounds*, not objects or
syllables. * Activity: The Codebreaker. Write a short, coded message (5-10 words) on the board using a
simple substitution key where the Phoenician letter replaces the modern English sound (A=Aleph,
B=Beth, etc.). The learner must decode the message. * Educator Prompt: Which civilization's writing
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system (Cuneiform, Hieroglyphics, or Oracle Bone Script) was the least useful for a traveling merchant,
and why? (Answer Focus: They were too complex, too many symbols, or only served a local/religious
purpose.) Conclusion & Summative Assessment (5 min) Recap the Journey Review the critical shift: The
Phoenicians took the foundation of the River Valley economies (agrarian surplus fueling trade) and
expanded it drastically by mastering the sea, diffusing culture, and, most importantly, spreading their
simple, effective Alphabet (C/T) that would later influence the Greek and Roman writing systems. Fill in
the INSPECT Tracker for Phoenicia (I/E: Coastal adaptation; E: Maritime trade/colonies; C/T: Alphabet
invention). Summative Assessment: Progressive Comparison Educator Prompt: Using your entire
INSPECT Tracker, look at the T (Technology) column. Which civilization (Mesopotamia, Indus, Egypt,
China, or Phoenicia) created the single most impactful technology for *cultural connection* (linking
different groups of people)? Explain your choice with evidence. (Success: Learner argues for the
Alphabet and provides evidence of its simplicity and use in trade, contrasting it with the complexity of
earlier writing.) Next Steps (Bridge to Next Lesson) Now that we have seen how the Phoenicians
connected the East and West through trade and the Alphabet, our final unit on this era will examine a
civilization that refined the Phoenicians' writing system and created the foundations of modern
democratic political thought (P) and scientific reasoning (C)—Ancient Greece. This will be a major leap in
the P (Political) and C (Cultural) aspects of our INSPECT framework.


