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Poetry in Nature: Exploring "All Things Bright
and Beautiful"

Lesson Overview
Subject: English / Poetry

Target Age: 10 Years Old

Duration: 60–75 Minutes

Core Theme: Appreciation of the natural world through descriptive language and imagery.

Materials Needed
A printed copy of the poem "All Things Bright and Beautiful" by Cecil Frances Alexander
Highlighters or colored pencils (at least 3 different colors)
A "Nature Treasure Box" (a small box containing a leaf, a stone, a flower, and a feather—or
pictures of these)
Drawing paper and markers
A notebook or journal

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Identify the central theme of the poem (appreciation of nature).
Locate and explain at least five descriptive adjectives used in the text.
Create an original stanza that follows the poem's rhythm and rhyme scheme.
Express a personal connection to the poem through a visual or written response.

1. Introduction: The Mystery Box (Hook)
Activity: Place the "Nature Treasure Box" in front of the student. Have them reach in (eyes closed) and
pick one item.

Discussion:

"Describe what you feel without saying what it is. Is it smooth? Crinkly? Cold?"
"If you had to use the most 'sparkly' or 'exciting' word to describe this item to someone who has
never seen it, what would it be?"

Transition: Explain that poets are like photographers who use words instead of cameras. Today, we are
looking at one of the most famous poems about the beauty of the world around us.
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2. Content & Practice (I Do): Reading for Meaning
The First Read: Read the poem aloud to the student. Encourage them to close their eyes and try to
"paint" the pictures in their head as they listen.

Defining the Theme:

Question: "If this poem had a 'mood,' what would it be? Is it sad, angry, or joyful?"
Concept: Explain that the theme is the big idea. Here, the theme is Gratitude and Wonder for
the small and large things in nature.

Vocabulary Check: Briefly discuss words that might be new: creatures, glowing, ripe, meadows.

3. Guided Exploration (We Do): The Adjective Hunt
The Task: Using the printed poem, use different colored highlighters to find specific elements.

Color 1 (Sight Words): Highlight words that describe how things look (e.g., "bright," "purple-
headed," "glowing").
Color 2 (Size Words): Highlight words that describe how big or small things are (e.g., "tiny,"
"tall," "little").
Color 3 (Feeling/Emotion): Highlight words that show how the poet feels (e.g., "beautiful,"
"wonderful," "wise").

Discussion: "Why did the poet say 'purple-headed mountain' instead of just 'big mountain'? Which one
helps you see it better?"

4. Creative Application (You Do): The "New Stanza" Project
The Challenge: The poem mentions birds, flowers, mountains, and rivers. But there are many other
bright and beautiful things! The student will write their own four-line stanza (verse) to add to the poem.

The Formula:

Line 1: Describe a thing (The [Adjective] [Noun])
Line 2: Describe a second thing (The [Adjective] [Noun])
Line 3: What does it do? (It [Verb] so [Adverb])
Line 4: A summary line (How [Adjective] it all is!)

Example:
The golden, fuzzy honeybee,
The tall and swaying apple tree,
They buzz and grow so happily,
How wonderful for us to see!

Art Connection: Have the student draw an illustration for their new stanza, focusing on using "glowing
colors" just like the poem describes.
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5. Conclusion: Reflection and Recap
The Recap: Ask the student to answer three "Quick-Fire" questions:

What is the main message of this poem?1.
What was your favorite descriptive word we found today?2.
Does this poem make you look at the outdoors differently? Why?3.

Closing Thought: "A poet’s job is to notice things that other people walk past. This week, try to find
one 'bright and beautiful' thing outside that you’ve never noticed before."

Assessment Methods
Formative (During): Observations during the "Adjective Hunt" to see if the student can
distinguish between descriptive categories.
Summative (End): The "New Stanza" Project serves as the final assessment. Success is
measured by the use of at least two descriptive adjectives and a clear connection to the theme of
nature.

Success Criteria
Student can define "theme" in their own words.
Student identifies that adjectives make poetry more vivid.
Student produces a 4-line verse with a consistent topic.

Differentiation & Adaptations
For Struggling Learners: Provide a "Word Bank" of adjectives (shimmering, soft, green, cold) to
use in their stanza. Use a fill-in-the-blank template for the writing portion.
For Advanced Learners: Introduce the concept of Alliteration (e.g., "Bright and Beautiful").
Challenge them to use alliteration in their original stanza.
Multi-Sensory Option: Take the lesson outside! Read the poem under a tree and find the
"purple-headed mountains" (or local hills) in real life.


