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Mastering the Connectors: Relative Pronouns
and Adverbs
Lesson Overview
Target Audience: Homeschool, Classroom, or Training Environments

Duration: 35 Minutes

Subject: English Grammar / Language Arts

Materials Needed

Whiteboard and markers (or paper and colored pens)
"Connector Cards" (Index cards with who, whom, whose, which, that, where, when, why written on
them)
A small "Mystery Object" (e.g., a seashell, a vintage key, or a specific toy)
Highlighters

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to:

Identify and distinguish between relative pronouns and relative adverbs.
Combine two simple sentences into one complex sentence using the correct connector.
Apply relative clauses to describe people, places, and things in a creative writing context.

Pre-Lesson Homework: "The Clause Refresh"

To be completed before the lesson to ensure readiness.

Review: A Noun is a person, place, or thing. A Verb is an action.1.
Identify: In the following sentences, circle the Subject (Noun) and underline the Predicate (Verb).2.

The cat sat on the mat.
Sarah loves to read adventure stories.

Challenge: Can you find the "Dependent Clause" in this sentence? (Hint: It’s the part that can’t3.
stand alone!)
"I bought the shoes that were on sale."

Lesson Plan (35 Minutes)

1. Introduction: The Choppy Sentence Challenge (5 Minutes)

The Hook: Read these two sentences aloud: "I have a friend. My friend lives in a lighthouse." Ask:
"Does that sound a bit repetitive? How can we make it smoother?"
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Direct Instruction: Explain that today we are learning about "Connectors." Just like LEGO bricks,
Relative Pronouns and Relative Adverbs snap two separate ideas together to make one
sophisticated sentence.

Objective Statement: "Today, we will learn how to use these connectors to describe the world around
us more clearly."

2. I Do: Sentence Surgery (10 Minutes)

Model the two types of connectors on a board or paper.

A. Relative Pronouns (Who, Whom, Whose, Which, That)

These relate to Nouns.
Example: "The girl who won the race is Sarah." (The pronoun "who" replaces "The girl").

B. Relative Adverbs (Where, When, Why)

These relate to Places, Times, or Reasons.
Example: "This is the park where we played." (The adverb "where" refers to the place).

The "Sentence Surgery" Demonstration:

Sentence A: "I remember the day."1.
Sentence B: "We met on that day."2.
The Surgery: Remove the repetitive part and add a connector.3.
Result: "I remember the day when we met."

3. We Do: The Connector Card Game (10 Minutes)

Interactive Practice: Lay out the "Connector Cards" (who, that, which, where, when, why). Present the
following "Broken Sentences" and have the student pick the correct card to join them.

"That is the dog... [Card] ...ate my homework." (Answer: that or which)
"I know a place... [Card] ...the wild roses grow." (Answer: where)
"He is the boy... [Card] ...sister is a pilot." (Answer: whose)

Discussion: Ask why they chose that card. Is it referring to a person? A place? A possession?

4. You Do: The Mystery Object Challenge (5 Minutes)

Application: Give the student a "Mystery Object" (e.g., a key). Ask them to write three sentences about
it using at least one relative pronoun and one relative adverb.

Success Criteria:

Sentence 1 must use who, which, or that.
Sentence 2 must use where, when, or why.
Sentence 3 can be a choice.

Example: "This is a key that opens a secret door. It was found in a house where a magician lived."
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5. Conclusion: The Connector Recap (5 Minutes)

Summary: Ask the student to summarize: "What is the difference between a relative pronoun and a
relative adverb?" (Pronouns replace nouns; Adverbs give context to place/time/reason).

Exit Ticket: The student must create one final sentence using "Who" or "Where" to describe their
teacher or their learning space before the lesson ends.

Differentiation Strategies
For Struggling Learners: Provide a "Connector Menu" with definitions. (e.g., WHERE = Place).
Focus only on who, that, and where initially.
For Advanced Learners: Introduce the distinction between who (subject) and whom (object), or
discuss restrictive vs. non-restrictive clauses (using commas with "which").

Assessment Methods
Formative: Observation during the "Connector Card" game and verbal explanations of choices.
Summative: The "Mystery Object Challenge" sentences will be evaluated for correct usage of the
connectors and proper sentence structure.


