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Mastering the Opening Act: Writing a Story
Introduction

Lesson Overview
In this two-part lesson series, Sarah will transition from her research phase into narrative writing.
Building on her previous knowledge of "hooks," she will learn how to weave factual research into a
compelling story introduction. By the end of Lesson 2, she will have a polished opening (approximately
2–3 paragraphs) for a story based on one of three historical or scientific themes.

Chosen Topic Options:

The Miracle Cure: A medicine that changed the course of history.
The Hidden Guardian: A discovery that saved a species from extinction.
The Silent Stone: A forgotten monument with a hidden story.

Materials Needed:

Previous research notes on the chosen topic.
The "Hook" Sarah drafted in the prior lesson.
Highlighters (two colors).
Writing notebook or digital document.
"Show, Don't Tell" Reference Sheet (provided in Lesson 2).
Timer.

Learning Objectives:

Sarah will synthesize research data into a narrative setting and mood.
Sarah will write 2–3 introductory paragraphs that transition from a hook to a narrative arc.
Sarah will apply "Show, Don't Tell" techniques to revise her work for sensory detail and emotional
impact.

Success Criteria:

The introduction begins with a strong, relevant hook.
The reader can clearly identify the setting (time and place) and the tone of the story.
Factual research is woven naturally into the description, not just listed as facts.
The prose is edited for clarity, flow, and descriptive power.

Lesson 1: From Research to Narrative (35 Minutes)

1. The Hook Review (5 Minutes)

Goal: Re-engage with the previous lesson's work.

Activity: Read the hook you wrote in the last lesson out loud. Does it still feel like the right
"doorway" into your story?
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Discussion: If your story is about a forgotten monument, does your hook feel mysterious? If it’s
about a medicine, does it feel urgent? Ensure the "vibe" of the hook matches the topic.

2. Modeling: The Bridge and the Launch (10 Minutes)

The "I Do": (Teacher/Parent demonstrates using a sample topic like "The Discovery of Penicillin").

Explain that an intro needs three parts:

The Hook: Grabs attention (e.g., "The mold was breathing.")1.
The Bridge: Connects the hook to the context using research (e.g., London, 1928—a messy lab2.
where a miracle was hiding in a petri dish).
The Launch: Introduces the character’s problem or the world’s need (e.g., Dr. Fleming stared at3.
the blue-green fuzz, unaware that millions of lives depended on his next move).

The "We Do": Look at Sarah's research notes. Pick three "must-include" facts. Brainstorm how to turn a
dry fact (e.g., "The monument is made of limestone") into a story detail (e.g., "The sun-scorched
limestone crumbled under my touch like ancient bone").

3. Independent Drafting (15 Minutes)

The "You Do": Sarah writes the first draft of her introductory paragraphs.

Task: Write 150–200 words. Start with your hook, build your "bridge" using your research, and
"launch" the scene.
Constraint: Don't worry about perfect spelling yet—focus on the feeling of the scene.

4. Closure: The Pulse Check (5 Minutes)

Recap: Ask Sarah to summarize her intro in one sentence: "My story starts in [Place] where
[Character/Object] is facing [Problem/Situation]."
Preview: "Tomorrow, we’ll take this 'skeleton' and add the 'muscle' through editing."

Lesson 2: The Art of the Polish (35 Minutes)

1. The "Show, Don't Tell" Challenge (5 Minutes)

Goal: Shift focus from reporting facts to creating experiences.

Hook: Give Sarah a "telling" sentence: "The scientist was worried about the endangered tigers."
Challenge: Ask her to "show" it instead. (e.g., "Dr. Aris paced the floor, her eyes glued to the
empty tracking monitor while her coffee grew cold and bitter.")

2. Interactive Editing: The Highlighter Method (10 Minutes)

The "I Do": Teacher demonstrates on a sample paragraph. Use a Yellow highlighter for
"Facts/Research" and a Blue highlighter for "Sensory Details/Emotions."

If a paragraph is all yellow, it’s a textbook, not a story.
If it’s all blue, the reader might be lost. We want a "Green" blend.
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The "We Do": Sarah highlights her draft from Lesson 1. We identify one "Yellow" area that needs more
"Blue" (descriptive) detail.

3. Deep Revision (15 Minutes)

The "You Do": Sarah rewrites her introduction based on the highlighting exercise.

Focus: Use the "Show, Don't Tell" sheet. Replace generic verbs (walked, said, saw) with vivid
ones (trudged, whispered, glimpsed).
Integration Check: Ensure the research facts (the medicine’s name, the monument’s age, or the
animal’s habitat) feel like part of the world, not an interruption.

4. Final Showcase & Assessment (5 Minutes)

The Read-Aloud: Sarah reads her final introductory paragraphs with "dramatic flair."
Self-Assessment: Sarah identifies her favorite sentence and explains why it works.
Feedback: Provide immediate verbal feedback based on the success criteria.

Adaptations & Extensions
For Struggling Writers (Scaffolding): Provide sentence starters for the "Bridge" section (e.g.,
"Beneath the surface of the [Location], a secret had been waiting for [Time Period]...")
For Advanced Learners (Extension): Challenge Sarah to use a "Flash-Forward" hook where she
starts at the moment the medicine/discovery/monument is found, then circles back to the past in
the second paragraph.
Digital Variation: Sarah can use Canva or Google Slides to find one image that represents her
"mood" and paste her text over it for a professional "Book Cover" look.

Assessment Methods
Formative: The highlighter activity in Lesson 2 acts as a visual check for balance between
research and narrative.
Summative: Evaluation of the final 2–3 paragraphs against the Success Criteria (Hook, Bridge,
Launch, and Descriptive Language).


