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The Detective’s Eye: Decoding Purpose and
Audience

Lesson Overview
Target Age: 12 years old (Grade 6-7)
Duration: 45 Minutes

Focus: Drawing inferences and conclusions to identify an author’s purpose and specific target
audiences (Expert vs. Layperson, Managerial vs. Rank-and-File, and Hypothetical vs. Real).

Materials Needed

Highlighters (two colors)

"The Detective’s Case File" (Printed or digital worksheet with text samples)
A timer

Notebook or blank paper

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Differentiate between an expert and a layperson audience based on vocabulary and tone.
Identify whether a text is aimed at management or rank-and-file employees.

Infer the author’s purpose by looking for "clues" in the text.

Distinguish between a hypothetical intended audience and a real audience.

1. Introduction: The Milk Note Mystery (5 Minutes)

The Hook: Imagine you find two sticky notes on a fridge. Both are about milk, but they are very
different.

¢ Note A: "Pick up some 2% on your way home. Thanks!"
¢ Note B: "Please ensure the procurement of 2,000 milliliters of bovine secretion (Grade A) for
household nutritional maintenance by 18:00 hours."

Think-Pair-Share (or Individual Reflection):

¢ Who wrote Note A? Who wrote Note B?
¢ Who was supposed to read Note B? Does it feel like it was written for a normal person?

Objective Statement: Today, we are going to become "Text Detectives." We’'ll learn how to look at
how something is written to figure out exactly who the author is talking to and what they really want.
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2. The Content: Decoding the Audience (10 Minutes)

To be a great detective, you need to know the three main types of "Audience Clues":

A. Experts vs. Laypeople

e Experts: People who know a lot about a specific topic (doctors, gamers, engineers). They use
"Jargon" (specialized words).
¢ Laypeople: The general public. They need simple explanations and common words.

B. Managerial vs. Rank-and-File

¢ Managerial: The bosses. They care about the "Big Picture," budgets, results, and efficiency.
¢ Rank-and-File: The everyday workers. They care about "How-To," daily tasks, safety, and their
specific jobs.

C. Hypothetical vs. Real

¢ Hypothetical: The "Perfect Reader" the author imagines (e.g., an ad for a toy imagines a child
who never makes a mess).
¢ Real: Who actually ends up reading it (e.g., the parent who has to clean up the toy).

3. Guided Practice: The Video Game Launch (15 Minutes)

Scenario: A new video game console, the "Nebula-X," is launching. Let’s look at three different
paragraphs about it.

Text 1: "The Nebula-X utilizes a custom 7nm octa-core CPU and a 12 TFLOPS GPU to ensure high-
fidelity ray tracing and 4K output at 120Hz."

Text 2: "The Nebula-X is the coolest way to play with your friends. It's fast, the graphics look real, and it
fits right under your TV!"

Text 3: "All store associates must complete the Nebula-X safety training module before the Friday
launch. Ensure all display units are tethered to the anti-theft alarms."

Detective Analysis (The "We Do"):

1. Which text is for Experts? (Answer: Text 1—Ilook at the tech specs/jargon).

2. Which text is for Rank-and-File workers? (Answer: Text 3—it gives specific instructions for a job
task).

3. Which text has a Hypothetical audience of a 12-year-old? (Answer: Text 2—it uses exciting,
simple language).

4. Independent Practice: The "Mystery Memo" Challenge (10
Minutes)

Task: Below is a short memo. Read it and answer the Detective Questions.

"Attention Team: To optimize our Q4 fiscal throughput, we are pivoting to a '‘Mobile-First'
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strategy. While this may require temporary adjustments to your workflow, the projected
15% increase in stakeholder dividends justifies the shift. Please refer to the attached PDF for
the new KPIs."

The Challenge:

1. Who is the Audience? (Is this for the person cleaning the office or the people running the
departments? Why?)

2. What is the Purpose? (Is it to teach them how to code an app, or to tell them why the company
is changing its goals?)

3. Layperson or Expert? Identify one word that a "Layperson" might find confusing.

Success Criteria: You must use at least one piece of "evidence" (a word or phrase) from the text to
support your answer.

5. Conclusion: Case Closed (5 Minutes)

Summary: Every piece of writing has a "hidden fingerprint." By looking at the vocabulary (jargon vs.
simple) and the focus (big picture vs. tasks), we can draw sound conclusions about who is talking and
why.

Recap Questions:

o |f | use the word "Stethoscope," am | likely talking to an expert or a layperson?
¢ If a text talks about "Profit Margins," is it for a Manager or a Rank-and-File worker?

Final Reflection: Why is it important to know the Real audience vs. the Hypothetical audience when
looking at an advertisement?

Assessment & Extension

Formative Assessment: During the Independent Practice, the student should correctly identify the
memo as Managerial due to words like "Fiscal," "KPls," and "Stakeholder dividends."

Differentiation:

e For Struggling Learners: Provide a word bank of "Jargon" vs. "Common Words" to help them sort
the texts.

e For Advanced Learners: Ask the student to rewrite the "Mystery Memo" for a 12-year-old audience
(Layperson) so they can understand what the company is doing.
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