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Defender of the Galaxy: A Space Marine
Training Mission

Lesson Overview

In this lesson, Keatyn will step into the role of a Space Marine recruit. Through creative design, strategic
thinking, and character building, Keatyn will learn what it means to be a protector of the galaxy. The
lesson focuses on bravery, teamwork, and the importance of "Power Armor" engineering.

Materials Needed

e Cardboard boxes (cereal boxes or shipping boxes work well)

Blue markers, paint, or construction paper (The color of the Ultramarines)
Aluminum foil or silver duct tape

A "Mission Log" (a notebook or piece of paper)

Small toys (to act as "aliens" or "citizens" to protect)

e Scissors and glue/tape

Learning Objectives

By the end of this mission, Keatyn will be able to:

Define the character traits of a hero (Bravery, Loyalty, Protection).

¢ Design and Build a piece of protective "Power Armor" using geometric shapes.
Solve a tactical "Mission Map" using basic math and logic.

Explain why equipment is important for specific environments (Space vs. Earth).

1. Introduction: The Recruit’s Call (The Hook)

The Hook: "Attention, Recruit Keatyn! The galaxy is a vast place, and sometimes it needs heroes who
are bigger, stronger, and braver than anyone else. Today, you are entering the Space Marine Academy.
You aren't just learning; you are preparing to protect those who cannot protect themselves. Are you
ready to earn your armor?"

Discussion: What do you think a Space Marine does? If you were a giant hero in blue armor, how would
you help people? (Focus on the concept of being a 'Shield' for others).

2. The 1 DO: The Anatomy of a Hero

Instruction: The educator explains the three pillars of a Space Marine: Strength (to carry heavy gear),
Wisdom (to make good choices), and Bravery (to face big challenges).

Visualizing the Armor: Explain that Space Marines wear "Ceramite" armor. It is thick, blue, and
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decorated with symbols like the "U" (for Ultramarines) or stars. It has a backpack that helps them
breathe in space and move quickly.

The Vocabulary:

¢ Tactical: Making a smart plan before you act.
¢ Fortify: To make something stronger or safer.
e Squad: A team that works together.

3. The WE DO: Tactical Strategy Practice

Interactive Activity: Set up a "Mission Table" using Keatyn'’s toys.
Scenario: "A group of friendly villagers (small toys) is at the bottom of a hill. A swarm of space bugs
(other toys) is coming from the top. We have 10 'Defense Points' to spend.”

¢ Building a wall costs 3 points.
¢ A scout to watch the bugs costs 2 points.
¢ A shield for the villagers costs 5 points.

The Task: Work together with Keatyn to spend exactly 10 points to protect the village. Practice
counting and addition while discussing why a wall might be better than a scout, or vice versa.

4. The YOU DO: Engineering the Power Armor

Creative Project: Now it’s time for Keatyn to build his own gear! Keatyn will choose one piece of armor
to create: The Helmet of Wisdom or the Gauntlet of Power.

Steps:

Measure: Use the cardboard to measure the size of Keatyn’s arm or head.

Construct: Cut and tape the cardboard into a sturdy shape.

Fortify: Wrap parts in aluminum foil (to look like metal) and cover others in blue paper/paint.
Identify: Draw a "Hero Symbol" on the armor. Ask Keatyn to explain what his symbol represents
(e.g., "The lightning bolt means | am fast").

W=

5. Conclusion: The Mission Debrief

Summary: Recap the day's training. Space Marines are strong because of their armor, but they are
heroes because of their hearts and their plans.

Recap Questions:

¢ What was the most important part of your armor design?
¢ |f a teammate in your squad was scared, what would a Space Marine say to help them?
¢ What does the word "Tactical" mean?

The Promotion: "Recruit Keatyn, you have completed your tactical training and built your gear. |
officially promote you to the rank of Battle Brother! The galaxy is safer with you in it."
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Assessment & Success Criteria

Success Criteria: Keatyn is successful if he can explain one reason why his armor is "strong" and can
complete the "10-point" math challenge with minimal help.

¢ Formative Assessment: Observe Keatyn during the point-spending activity. Can he add the
numbers correctly?

e Summative Assessment: The finished piece of armor and the explanation of his "Hero Symbol."

Differentiation & Adaptability

¢ For Advanced Learners: Have Keatyn write a 3-sentence "Mission Log" about his victory over
the space bugs using his new vocabulary words.

¢ For More Support: Provide pre-cut cardboard shapes for the armor so the focus remains on the
decoration and the "Hero Symbol."

¢ Context Switch: If doing this in a classroom, have "Squads" of 3 students work together to build
a full set of armor (one student makes the boots, one the gauntlets, one the helmet).
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