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Phonics Magic: The Power of the "Silent E"

Materials Needed

¢ Small slips of paper or index cards

Markers or crayons

A "Magic Wand" (this can be a pencil, a stick, or a wooden spoon)
Scissors

e Tape

A whiteboard or a large piece of paper

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to:

¢ Identify the "Silent E" (also known as "Magic E") at the end of a word.

¢ Explain how the Silent E changes a short vowel sound into a long vowel sound (making the vowel
"say its name").

e Read and create at least five pairs of words that change when an E is added (e.qg., can to cane).

1. Introduction: The Hook

The Story: "Did you know that the letter 'E' is actually a secret wizard? Most of the time, letters like to
talk and make noise. But when 'E' goes to the very end of a word, he becomes totally silent. He doesn't
say a word! Instead, he points his magic wand at the vowel in the middle of the word and shouts, 'Say
your name!' and the vowel changes its sound. Today, we are going to become word wizards and use our
magic E to change the sounds of words!"

The Goal: "Today, we are going to learn how adding an 'E' to the end of a word changes the vowel
sound from short to long."

2. Instruction: "l Do" (Modeling)

Teacher/Parent Action: Write the word CAP on the whiteboard.

Talking Points: "Let's look at this word. It has a 'C-A-P'. The 'A' makes a short sound like an apple: /a/.
So the word is cap. But watch what happens when the Magic E wizard arrives!"

e Add an E to the end to make CAPE.

e Point your "Magic Wand" from the E back to the A.

¢ "Now, the 'E' is silent, but he is making the 'A' say its name. Instead of /a/, it says /A/! Now the
word is cape. We went from a hat you wear to a superhero outfit just by adding one letter!"
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3. Guided Practice: "We Do" (The Wand Wave)

Activity: Let's transform words together. Give the learner the "Magic Wand."

1. Write the word HOP. Ask the learner to read it.
2. Have the learner place a small card with the letter "E" at the end of the word.
3. Have them wave the wand and say, "Say your name!"
4. Ask: "What is the new word?" (Answer: HOPE)
5. Repeat this process with:
o KIT - KITE
o MAD - MADE
o PIN - PINE

4. Independent Practice: "You Do" (The Word Hunt)

Activity: Magic E Scavenger Hunt

¢ Give the learner five index cards. On each card, have them write a short CVC (Consonant-Vowel-
Consonant) word from a list you provide (e.g., not, tub, rat, pet, rid).

* Now, give them five "Magic E" cards (just the letter E written in a bright color).

¢ The Mission: The learner must "travel" around the room. You have taped "Magic E" cards to
different objects (a chair, a door, a toy). The learner must find a Magic E, pair it with one of their
cards, and read the "new" magic word aloud to you.

¢ Creative Task: Choose one pair of words (like tub and tube) and draw a picture of both to show
how the meaning changed.

5. Conclusion: Recap & Reflection

Summary: "You did amazing work today, Wizard! We learned that when 'E' sits at the end of a word, he
stays quiet and uses his magic to make the other vowel say its name."

Check for Understanding:

¢ "What happens to the 'E' sound at the end of the word?" (It's silent/quiet).
¢ "What does the 'E' make the middle vowel do?" (Say its name/become a long vowel).

Assessment & Success Criteria

Success Criteria: The learner can independently read a CVCe word and explain that the vowel is
"saying its name."

¢ Formative Assessment: Observe during the "We Do" section. Is the learner able to blend the
new long vowel sound correctly?

¢ Summative Assessment: Show the learner three words: BIT, BITE, and BAT. Ask them to point
to the word where the vowel says its name and explain why.
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Adaptability & Differentiation

¢ For Struggling Learners: Use physical "vowel bridges." Draw a literal bridge from the E to the
middle vowel to help them visualize the magic traveling back. Stick to only one vowel sound (like
'A") until they feel confident.

¢ For Advanced Learners: Challenge them to write a "Magic Sentence" using both words from a
pair. Example: "The rat gave me a rate for the cheese." See if they can find "Magic E" words in
their favorite storybook.

¢ Digital/Virtual Option: Use a digital whiteboard to drag and drop the letter "E" onto short words
and have the student record themselves reading the transformation.
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