Counting to 100 Lesson Plan: Kindergarten Activities & 100 Chart Patterns / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

The Hundred-Step Adventure: Mastering
Numbers 1-100

Lesson Overview

Subject: Mathematics / Number Sense

Target Audience: Kindergarten (Ages 5-6)

Setting: Flexible (Homeschool, Small Group, or Classroom)

Duration: 45-60 minutes

Materials Needed

¢ Alarge 100-chart (poster size or projected)

¢ Individual 100-charts for each student

Small manipulatives (100 items like Cheerios, beans, small LEGO bricks, or buttons)
10 small cups or containers

Crayons or highlighters

"Mystery Number" cards (index cards with numbers 1-100)

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

¢ Rote count from 1 to 100 by ones.
¢ |dentify visual patterns on a 100-chart (e.g., the "tens" column).
¢ Represent the quantity of 100 by grouping items into tens.

1. Introduction: The "Treasure Chest" Hook

The Scenario: Tell the students, "Imagine we found a giant treasure chest, but it has a magic lock. To
open it, we have to count all the way to 100 without missing a single number! 100 is a huge
number—it’s like ten groups of friends all standing together. Today, we are going to learn the secret
patterns of numbers so we can master the journey to 100."

Objective Share: "Today, we're going to practice counting to 100, find hidden patterns in numbers,
and build our very own collection of 100 items."

2. Body: The Gradual Release Model

| Do: Modeling the Patterns (10 minutes)

Display the large 100-chart. Point to the numbers as you lead a slow, rhythmic count from 1 to 30. Stop
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and ask: "Do you notice anything about the numbers in this last column?" (Point to 10, 20, 30). Explain
that every time we reach a number ending in 0, we’ve finished a "family" or a row of ten. Show them
how the numbers 21-29 all start with "2" because they belong to the 20s family.

We Do: The "Popcorn” Count (15 minutes)
Engage the students in a multi-sensory counting activity:

e The Movement: Everyone sits on the floor. We count together 1, 2, 3... When we hit a "ten" (10,
20, 30, etc.), everyone "pops" up like popcorn and claps their hands once.

¢ The Visual: While counting, have one student point to the numbers on the large chart.

e The Pattern Hunt: Give each student their own 100-chart. Ask them to color the "tens" column
(10, 20, 30...) yellow. Ask them to find the number 55 and circle it. "What family does 55 belong
to? The 50s!"

You Do: The 100-Item Build (20 minutes)
Give each student (or small group) 100 small items and 10 cups.

¢ Task: Students must count their items into the 10 cups, putting exactly 10 items in each cup.

¢ Observation: Walk around and ask: "If you have 4 full cups, how many items is that?" (40). "How
many more cups do you need to get to 100?"

¢ Creative Twist: Once they have their 10 groups of 10, let them arrange the items into a "100-
shape" (like a giant square or a long snake) to visualize how big 100 actually is.

3. Conclusion: Closure & Recap

Summary: Bring the group back together. Review the 100-chart one last time. Ask: "What is the very
last number on our chart? What happens after we reach 97 (We start a new family!)."

Reflective Question: "Which was easier: counting 100 items one by one, or counting them by tens
(10, 20, 30...)? Why?"

The Treasure Unlock: "You did it! You mastered the sequence. We have officially unlocked the '100s'
skill!" (Optional: Give a small "treasure" like a sticker or a high-five for reaching 100).

Assessment

Formative Assessment (During Lesson): Observe students during the "Popcorn Count" to see who is
struggling with transitions (e.g., going from 29 to 30). Note students' ability to accurately count 10
items into a cup.

Summative Assessment (End of Lesson): Provide a "Missing Number" worksheet—a 100-chart with

10-15 random numbers left blank. Have the students fill in the missing humbers to demonstrate their
understanding of the sequence.

Success Criteria

¢ The student can count to 100 with fewer than three prompts.
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¢ The student can identify which "family" a number belongs to (e.qg., 42 is in the 40s).
¢ The student can successfully group 100 items into 10 groups of 10.

Differentiation & Adaptability

¢ For Struggling Learners: Focus on 1-50 first. Use a "touch-point" method where they place a
finger on every number as they say it to prevent skipping.

¢ For Advanced Learners: Challenge them to count backward from 20 to 1, or ask them to
identify "10 more" or "10 less" than a given number using the chart.

¢ For Digital Contexts: Use an interactive 100-chart website where numbers change color when
clicked.
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