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The Scully Protocol: Investigative
Communications & Property Integrity

Lesson Overview
This advanced, three-year cross-curricular project integrates English, Design, Legal Studies, and
Psychology. Students will adopt the persona of Special Agent Dana Scully (The X-Files) to develop a
sophisticated communication and security strategy for a music school. The goal is to design signage and
protocols that deter disruptive behavior (stalkers, vandals, porch pirates) and enforce "respectful
doorbell use" through scientific rigor, psychological deterrence, and authoritative design.

Materials Needed
Graphic design software (Canva, Adobe Illustrator, or Procreate)
High-quality weatherproof signage materials (lamination, acrylic, or aluminum blanks)
Access to ACARA v9 English and Arts curriculum standards
Examples of federal/government warning signs and X-Files scripts/clips
Legal research database (focusing on Australian privacy and trespass laws)
Journal/Logbook for "Case File" documentation

Learning Objectives
By the end of this three-year program, the student will be able to:

Year 1: Analyze and replicate the "Scully" linguistic register (scientific, authoritative, clinical) to
create persuasive instructional texts.
Year 2: Evaluate the intersection of visual semiotics and criminal psychology to design effective
behavioral deterrents.
Year 3: Apply complex legal frameworks regarding surveillance and property rights to real-world
security communication.

Year 1: The Linguistic Registry & Character Analysis (English
focus)

The Hook: "The Truth is Out There, But the Door is Locked."

Imagine you are Dana Scully. You are grounded, skeptical, and possess a Ph.D. in Physics. You have no
patience for "obnoxious" or "unscientific" behavior. How does a scientist tell a "porch pirate" to cease
and desist without losing her composure?

Instructional Sequence

I Do (Modeling): Teacher/Parent models the "Scully Tone." We compare a standard sign ("Please don't
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knock loudly") with a Scully version ("Repetitive percussive force applied to this portal is both inefficient
and disruptive to the acoustic environment. Use the digital interface provided.").

We Do (Guided Practice): We brainstorm keywords that fit the persona: Empirical, Protocol,
Unauthorized, Surveillance, Forensic, Acoustic Interference. We draft a notice specifically targeting
"unannounced visitors."

You Do (Independent Application): Student creates the first draft of the "Music School Front Door
Protocol."

Task: Write a 150-word formal "Notice of Surveillance" that uses Scully’s clinical tone to explain
why the doorbell camera is active.

Formative Assessment

Review the draft for "Voice Consistency." Does it sound like a federal agent or a frustrated teenager?
(Success Criterion: Zero use of slang; high use of multisyllabic, precise terminology).

Year 2: Semiotics & Psychological Deterrence (Media Arts &
Psychology focus)

The Hook: The Panopticon Effect

Does a sign work because of what it says, or how it looks? We explore the "Eyes of the Law." We
investigate how the presence of a security camera (or a notice of one) changes human behavior (The
Hawthorne Effect).

Instructional Sequence

I Do (Modeling): Analyze the visual branding of the FBI and forensic labs. Note the use of Serif fonts,
blue/black/gold color palettes, and heavy borders. These communicate "State Authority."

We Do (Guided Practice): Compare different icons for "No Knocking." Which is more effective: a hand
with a red slash, or a technical diagram showing "Acoustic Disturbance Zone"?

You Do (Independent Application): Design a suite of three 20cm x 20cm notices for the music
school door:

The Doorbell Notice: Instruction on how to use the camera interface with "Agent Scully"1.
precision.
The Anti-Vandalism Notice: Addressing "Porch Pirates" and "Vandals" using terminology2.
regarding evidence collection and forensic tracking.
The "Session in Progress" Notice: Deterring "stalkers" or "unannounced visitors" by defining3.
the school as a "Controlled Environment."

Formative Assessment

Critique the designs based on legibility from 3 meters and "Psychological Impact." Does the sign
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provoke a feeling of being watched?

Year 3: Legal Frameworks & Implementation (Civics, Law &
Management)

The Hook: The Legality of the Lens

Scully always follows the law (mostly). What are your rights in Australia (or your region) regarding
filming the sidewalk? Can you legally "shame" a porch pirate? We dive into the Surveillance Devices Act
and Trespass laws.

Instructional Sequence

I Do (Modeling): Examine local privacy laws. Discuss the difference between "Public Space" and
"Expectation of Privacy."

We Do (Guided Practice): Draft a "Legal Footnote" for the bottom of the school signs that cites actual
local statutes regarding trespassing or harassment. This adds the final layer of "Scully Authenticity."

You Do (Independent Application): The Capstone Project.

Produce the final physical signs using durable materials.
Create a "Security Manual" for the Music School that explains the Scully Protocol to other
staff/students.
Write a reflective essay (1000 words) on how "Persona-Based Communication" can be more
effective than standard emotional responses in conflict resolution.

Summative Assessment

The student presents their "Case File" to a panel (or family members). Success is measured by the
alignment of the final products with ACARA v9 standards for "Synthesising complex information" and
"Creating multifaceted persuasive texts."

Differentiation & Extensions
Scaffolding (Struggling Learner): Provide "Scully Templates" with pre-filled scientific
vocabulary. Focus on one sign rather than a suite.
Extension (Advanced/Grade 12+): Incorporate a digital element—program a smart doorbell to
play a recorded "Scully" audio message when motion is detected ("Please state your business for
the forensic record.").

Success Criteria
Authenticity: Does the writing reflect Dana Scully’s character traits (skepticism, medical
accuracy, authority)?
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Utility: Are the instructions for visitors clear, unambiguous, and firm?
Durability: Is the physical product suitable for the outdoor environment of a music school?
Legal Accuracy: Are the references to surveillance and privacy laws factually grounded?


