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The Truth is Out There (And So is the
Doorbell): Designing Forensic-Style
Instructional Signage

Lesson Overview
This lesson blends linguistic analysis, forensic stylistics, and visual communication to solve a real-world
security and environmental challenge: managing unauthorized disruptions at a music school. Using the
persona of Special Agent Dana Scully (The X-Files), students will craft high-authority, scientifically-
grounded signage designed to deter "porch pirates," vandals, and disruptive visitors through
psychological deterrents and precise procedural language.

Materials Needed
Graphic design software (Canva, Adobe Illustrator, or Procreate) or high-quality cardstock and
archival ink pens
Excerpts/Scripts of Agent Dana Scully’s dialogue (focusing on her medical and forensic reports)
Examples of standard "No Soliciting" signs for comparative analysis
Access to ACARA v9 English and Media Arts curriculum descriptors (Years 10-12)
Camera or smartphone to test visibility and placement via doorbell camera view

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the learner will be able to:

Analyze the linguistic markers of "procedural authority" and skeptical inquiry used in forensic
character archetypes.
Synthesize cross-curricular knowledge of law, psychology, and music school etiquette to create
persuasive instructional texts.
Design visual assets that utilize high-contrast semiotics to ensure compliance from a distance
(doorbell camera range).
Evaluate the effectiveness of "deterrence through persona" versus standard politeness in a
security context.

Success Criteria
The signage maintains a consistent "Scully" persona (clinical, professional, no-nonsense).
Instructions for doorbell use are unambiguous and physically placed for optimal camera capture.
Language specifically addresses the "Four Horsemen" of the door: Repetitive Knocking,
Unannounced Visitors, Vandals, and Porch Pirates.
The final product meets university-entry standards for portfolio-based Media or Professional
Writing pathways.
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1. Introduction: The Briefing (The Hook)
Scenario: You are Special Agent Dana Scully. You have been assigned to protect a high-value acoustic
research facility (The Music School). Reports indicate a surge in "unidentified terrestrial
phenomena"—specifically, individuals who knock repetitively, unannounced visitors, and "porch pirates"
attempting to compromise the perimeter. Standard "Please Be Quiet" signs have failed. We need a
system of notices that commands federal-level respect and utilizes psychological deterrence.

Discussion Question: Why does a "Please do not knock" sign often get ignored, whereas a "Crime
Scene: Do Not Cross" tape is universally obeyed? How does authority change human behavior?

2. The 'I Do': Deconstructing the Scully Persona
As the educator, model the analysis of Scully’s rhetoric. Note the following traits:

Medical Precision: She doesn't say "don't make noise." She says "minimize auditory disruptions
that compromise cognitive focus."
Legal Clarity: She cites the consequences of an action before the action occurs.
Skeptical Distance: She treats unannounced visitors as "data points" or "subjects," not guests.

Example Modeling: Compare a standard sign to a Scully-style sign.

Standard: "Please don't knock, we are in a lesson."
Scully Style: "Acoustic recording in progress. Physical percussion on this portal constitutes a
breach of professional protocol. Use the electronic signal device (doorbell) once. All unauthorized
approaches are logged via digital surveillance for forensic review."

3. The 'We Do': Collaborative Drafting
Work with the student to map the specific "threats" to the music school and translate them into
forensic-style warnings. Use a whiteboard or digital doc to brainstorm:

Standard Complaint Agent Scully Translation (Forensic/Legal)

"Stop knocking so loudly." "Repetitive manual percussion is disruptive to sensitive acoustic frequencies. Cease immediately."

"No porch pirates/thieves." "This perimeter is monitored. Removal of property is categorized as a federal offense. Your biometric data is being
captured."

"I don't like unannounced visitors." "Visitation by appointment only. Unscheduled subjects will not be granted ingress."

4. The 'You Do': Design and Implementation
The student will now design the physical notices. They must create a "Signage Suite" consisting of:

The "Primary Deterrent" (Main Door): A notice regarding doorbell use and unannounced1.
visitors.
The "Surveillance Notice" (Next to Camera): A forensic reminder that the visitor is currently2.
being recorded and analyzed.
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The "Vandal/Pirate Warning" (Package Drop Area): Clinical language regarding the legal3.
repercussions of theft.

Design Constraints: Use FBI-blue, black, and clinical white. Incorporate "official" looking stamps or
barcodes. Ensure the font is legible through a low-resolution doorbell camera lens.

5. University Pathway Extension & 3-Year Plan Context
This lesson serves as a foundation for advanced studies in several disciplines:

Year 1 (Grade 10): Creative Writing & Media. Focus on persona and branding.
Year 2 (Grade 11): Criminology & Psychology. Study "Environmental Criminology" (how the
physical environment influences crime) and the "Broken Windows Theory."
Year 3 (Grade 12): Jurisprudence & Professional Communication. Drafting legal "Terms of
Service" for the music school and studying privacy laws regarding digital surveillance in Australia
(Privacy Act 1988).

6. Conclusion: The Debrief
Recap: Review the final designs. Does the language feel "in character"? Is the visual hierarchy clear
enough to be read by a delivery driver in 3 seconds?

Final Reflection: "The truth may be out there, but our privacy remains in here." Discuss how setting
firm, professional boundaries through writing can improve work-life balance and mental health in a
home-business or school environment.

Assessment
Formative: Observation of the student's ability to translate "everyday" language into "forensic"
language during the 'We Do' phase.
Summative: The final "Signage Suite." Evaluate based on: 1. Tone consistency (Scully persona).
2. Visual legibility. 3. Strategic placement (proximity to doorbell/camera).

Differentiation Strategies
For Struggling Learners: Provide a "Scully Word Bank" (e.g., anomalous, breach, protocol,
biometric, ingress, auditory) to help build the sentences.
For Advanced Learners: Research the Australian High Court cases on "implied license to knock"
and incorporate specific legal citations into the small print of the signs to add an extra layer of
authentic intimidation.


