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The Truth is Out There (But Not Behind This
Door): Designing Professional Investigative
Sighage

Lesson Overview

This lesson blends visual communication, rhetorical analysis, and creative branding. Students will adopt
the persona of FBI Special Agent Dana Scully—known for her scientific skepticism, clinical
professionalism, and "no-nonsense" demeanor—to design high-impact security notices for a music
school. The goal is to transform standard "No Soliciting" signs into authoritative, character-driven
warnings that deter disruptive behavior, vandals, and unannounced visitors.

Learning Objectives

¢ Analyze the rhetorical impact of "authority-based" messaging versus "request-based" messaging.

¢ Synthesize the visual language of 1990s federal investigative agencies with modern security
needs.

¢ Create a set of three distinct door notices that address specific security concerns (doorbell
etiquette, unannounced visitors, and theft prevention) using a consistent "Scully-esque" tone.

e Apply principles of visual hierarchy to ensure readability for pedestrians and delivery drivers.

Materials Needed

Computer with graphic design software (Canva, Adobe Express, or Word/PowerPoint)

Access to "X-Files" aesthetic references (Federal fonts like Helvetica or Courier, ID badge layouts,
muted blue/grey/manila color palettes)

Heavyweight cardstock or laminating sheets for final production

Cardboard or mounting tape for installation

l. Introduction: The Cold Open (The Hook)

Scenario: You are conducting high-level harmonic research inside a music school. Suddenly, the
"acoustic environment" is compromised by a series of obnoxious, repetitive knocks. A "porch pirate" is
spotted on the doorbell camera. An unannounced visitor is lingering. How would Agent Dana Scully
handle this breach of protocol?

Scully doesn't use "Please." She uses Standard Operating Procedure (SOP). In this lesson, we are not
just making signs; we are establishing a "Federal Bureau of Investigation" perimeter for your education
space.

Il. Content & Theory: The "Scully” Methodology (1 Do)
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1. The Rhetoric of Skepticism and Science

Agent Scully relies on facts and protocols. Instead of saying "Don't knock loudly," a Scully-style sign
would say: "Acoustic disruptions are being logged. Please utilize the designated electronic signaling
device (doorbell) once. Failure to comply suggests a non-standard entry attempt."

2. Visual Language of Authority

¢ Typography: Use clean, institutional fonts. Sans-serifs (like Helvetica) look modern/scientific;
Monospaced (like Courier) looks like a typed field report.

¢ Color Palette: Navy blue, slate grey, stark white, and cautionary yellow. Avoid "friendly" colors.

¢ The "Official" Layout: Use borders, file reference numbers (e.g., Case #MUS-2024), and
"Property of" headers to establish an institutional presence.

Il1l. Guided Practice: Deconstructing the "Unsub" (We Do)

Let's brainstorm the vocabulary needed to address the specific "threats" mentioned in your brief. In the
world of the X-Files, we categorize intruders as "Unsubs" (Unknown Subjects).

Standard Request "Scully" Professional/Scientific Translation
"Don't knock so hard." "Repetitive percussive entry attempts are disruptive to ongoing acoustic analysis."
"No Porch Pirates." "This perimeter is under active 24/7 video surveillance. Evidence of theft will be forwarded for federal processing."
"No Stalkers/Vandals." "Unauthorized loitering or property defacement constitutes a breach of security protocol."
"Use the doorbell." "Engage the electronic doorbell interface. Wait for a response. Do not repeat."

IV. Independent Application: The "Bureau" Project (You Do)

Task: Design a suite of three (3) signs for the Music School entrance. Each sign must look like an official
FBI field document or an internal Bureau memo.

Sign 1: The Doorbell Protocol

¢ Focus: Requesting respectful doorbell use.
e Requirement: Must state that the doorbell should be pressed once and that knocking is
considered an "acoustic anomaly" that will be ignored.

Sign 2: The Security Perimeter

¢ Focus: Stalkers, Vandals, and Unannounced Visitors.
¢ Requirement: Use "Agent" terminology. Mention that the "investigation" is always active and
unannounced visits are a violation of the school’s "Standard Operating Procedure."

Sign 3: The Cargo Protection Notice

¢ Focus: Porch Pirates.
¢ Requirement: Position this near the doorbell camera. State clearly that the "subject" is being
recorded and facial recognition protocols are in effect.

April 20, 2026 - Page 2 of 3



Investigative Signage & Visual Rhetoric: A Graphic Design Lesson Plan / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

V. Success Criteria

¢ Authenticity: Does the sign sound like it was written by a skeptical medical doctor/FBI agent?
(Avoid slang; use formal English).

¢ Legibility: Can a "Porch Pirate" read the warning from 5 feet away?

e Thematic Consistency: Do all three signs look like they belong to the same "case file"?

¢ Functionality: Does it clearly state what the visitor should do (Press doorbell once) and what
they should not do (Obnoxious knocking)?

VI. Differentiation & Extensions

¢ For Advanced Learners (Undergrad focus): Write a one-page "Security Briefing" that
accompanies the signs, explaining the psychological reason why "institutional" signage is more
effective at deterring crime than "polite" signage.

¢ For Digital Creators: Create a digital "landing page" QR code to put on the door that leads to a
Scully-style "Visitor Check-in" form.

¢ For Visual Learners: Focus on the "ID Badge" aesthetic—design a small ID card for yourself as
the "Lead Investigator" of the Music School.

VIIl. Conclusion: Case Closed

Summarize the lesson by reviewing the signs. In the world of professional communication, your "brand"
(even a Scully-style persona) dictates how people treat your space. By establishing a professional, high-
stakes atmosphere, you reduce the likelihood of "unauthorized anomalies" interrupting your music
education.

Final Reflection: Which sign do you think will be the most effective deterrent, and why does "Scientific
Authority" work better than "Angry Homeowner" in a professional setting?
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