
Punctuation Power: IB PYP Lesson Plan on Capitalization & Full Stops / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

April 24, 2026 - Page 1 of 3

Lesson Plan: Punctuation Power – Sharing Our
Planet's Story

Lesson Overview
Subject: Language Arts Integration (Social Studies Lead)

Grade Level: Primary (IB PYP Framework)

IB Theme: Sharing the Planet (Overpopulation & Resources)

Topic: Punctuation (Full stops, capital letters for sentence starts, proper nouns, and the pronoun "I")

Learning Objectives
Identify and use capital letters at the beginning of sentences and for the pronoun "I."
Identify and capitalize proper nouns (names of specific places, people, and resources).
Apply full stops to signify the end of a complete thought.
Understand how clear communication (punctuation) helps us share information about our planet's
resources effectively.

Success Criteria
I can find and fix "lowercase i" mistakes.
I can start every sentence with a "Big Boss" capital letter.
I can give proper nouns (like Earth, Nile River, or Nahdia) the capital letters they deserve.
I can use a full stop to park my sentence safely.

Materials Needed
Laptop/Tablet with internet access (for TurtleDiary)
"The Crowded Planet" unpunctuated text (provided in lesson)
Green and Red colored pencils or markers
Index cards or sticky notes
"Resource Tokens" (buttons, beads, or small stones)

1. Tuning In (The Hook)
The "Resource Traffic Jam" Scenario: Display a paragraph on a screen or paper with absolutely no
punctuation or capitalization, themed around overpopulation:

"i live on earth there are many people here we need water and food if we have too many
people in london or delhi we might run out of things i want to help the planet"
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Activity: Ask the student to read it aloud as fast as possible without breathing.
Discussion: Why was that hard? How does it feel when ideas "overpopulate" a page without any
"fences" (punctuation) to separate them? Relate this to how we need rules to share the planet’s
resources fairly.

2. Finding Out (I Do)
The Punctuation Protocol: Explain that just as we have laws for sharing water and land, we have laws
for sharing ideas.

The "Big Boss" Start: Every sentence starts with a capital. It’s the leader of the line.
The "Selfish I": The word "I" is always capitalized because your ideas are important.
The "V.I.P." (Proper Nouns): Specific names of people, places, or planets (Earth, Amazon River,
Nahdia) are "Very Important Places/People" and get a capital.
The "Stop Sign": The full stop tells the reader to breathe so the next idea can have its own
space.

Modeling: Demonstrate on a whiteboard how to transform "i think earth is beautiful" into "I think Earth
is beautiful."

3. Sorting Out (We Do)
Interactive Digital Practice: Access TurtleDiary Capitalization Games or the "Sentences and Full
Stops" section. Complete one level together, discussing why specific letters are being changed.

The Resource Map Activity: Give the student a list of words related to our IB theme: water, atlantic
ocean, trees, brazil, food, i, farmers, africa.
Task: Sort these into "Common Resources" (lowercase) and "V.I.P. Proper Nouns" (Capitals). Example:
"water" stays small, but "Atlantic Ocean" gets big letters.

4. Going Further (You Do)
Activity: The Resource Reporter

The student acts as a reporter for "Planet News." They must write three sentences about how we share
resources.
Requirement: Each sentence must include:

A capital start.1.
At least one Proper Noun (a specific country or place).2.
The word "I".3.
A full stop.4.

Creative Twist: Use "Resource Tokens." For every punctuation mark they use correctly, they earn a
token representing a resource (clean water, energy, or food). If they forget a full stop, they "lose" a
resource to the overpopulation traffic jam!

https://www.turtlediary.com/game/capitalization.html
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5. Making Conclusions (Recap & Reflection)
The Punctuation Patrol: Return to the "Tuning In" paragraph from the beginning. Using a Green
marker for capitals and a Red marker for full stops, have the student "fix" the crowded text.

Reflection Question: "How does using proper punctuation help us respect the reader, just like sharing
resources helps us respect our neighbors?"

6. Taking Action
The student will create a "Planet Rule Poster." They must write one rule for the world (e.g., "I will help
Earth by saving water.") using perfect punctuation. They can post this on the fridge or in their learning
space to remind others how to "Share the Planet" and communicate clearly.

Assessment
Formative: Observation during the TurtleDiary game and the "Sorting Out" activity.

Summative: The "Resource Reporter" sentences will be evaluated using a simple checklist:

[ ] All sentences start with a capital.
[ ] All "I"s are capitalized.
[ ] Proper nouns (Earth, names, places) are capitalized.
[ ] Full stops are at the end of every thought.

Differentiation
Support: Provide a "Punctuation Cheat Sheet" with icons (a stop sign for full stops, a crown for
proper nouns).
Extension: Ask the student to write a short paragraph explaining *why* overpopulation makes
resources scarce, incorporating more complex proper nouns like "United Nations" or specific
continents.


