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Pawsitively Geometric: Exploring Shapes
with Dog Breeds

Get ready to combine your love for dogs with some fun geometry! Shapes are everywhere, even on
our furry friends. Today, we'll become shape detectives and find geometric shapes on different dog
breeds.

1. Shape Warm-Up (5-10 minutes)

Let's quickly review our shapes! Can you name these shapes and tell me something about them?
(Show flashcards or draw shapes like squares, rectangles, triangles, circles, parallelograms,
trapezoids).

e Square: 4 equal sides, 4 right angles (corners).

Rectangle: 4 sides (opposite sides equal), 4 right angles.

Triangle: 3 sides, 3 angles.

Circle: Round, no straight sides, no corners.

Parallelogram: 4 sides, opposite sides are parallel and equal in length.
e Trapezoid: 4 sides, exactly one pair of parallel sides.

Remember, parallel lines are lines that stay the same distance apart and never touch, like train
tracks!

2. Dog Breed Shape Hunt (15-20 minutes)

Okay, shape detective, let's look at some dogs! We'll look at pictures one by one.

¢ Show a picture of a German Shepherd. Ask: What shape do you see for its ears? (Triangles).
How do you know it's a triangle? (3 sides, 3 corners). What about its body, maybe a rectangle
or trapezoid?

¢ Show a picture of a Dachshund. Ask: What shape reminds you of its long body? (Rectangle).
What about its floppy ears? (Maybe rounded triangles or irregular shapes).

¢ Show a picture of a Basset Hound. Ask: Look at those long, floppy ears! What shapes could
they be? (Long rectangles with rounded ends, or maybe ovals if we simplify).

¢ Show a picture of an English Bulldog. Ask: What shape is its head generally? (Maybe a
square or a wide rectangle). Look at its nose or eyes - what shapes do you see? (Circles,
maybe triangles for folds).

e Show a picture of a Poodle (with a haircut). Ask: What shapes do you see in its fluffy fur?
(Circles or spheres).

Discuss the shapes found. Emphasize identifying the properties (sides, corners) to justify the shape
name.

3. Geometric Dog Drawings (15-20 minutes)

Now it's your turn to be an artist! Choose one or two dog breeds we looked at (or your favorite
breed).

1. On your paper, try to draw the dog using ONLY the geometric shapes we reviewed (squares,
rectangles, triangles, circles, parallelograms, trapezoids). Use your ruler to help draw straight
lines!

2. Start with the main body shape, then add the head, legs, ears, and tail using other shapes.

3. Don't worry about making it perfect, just focus on using the geometric shapes.
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4. Once you've drawn the basic shapes, you can color your geometric dog!

4. Shape Classification Challenge (10 minutes)

Let's put your skills to the test! Look at a new dog picture (or one we already discussed).

Point to a feature (like an ear, the body, the head).

Ask: What geometric shape is this most like?

Ask: How do you know? Tell me about its sides and corners (vertices). Does it have parallel
sides?

Let's try to list all the shapes we can find on one dog.

5. Wrap-Up & Review (5 minutes)

Great job being a geometry detective today! We found shapes hiding on all sorts of dogs.

e Can you name the 6 shapes we focused on today?

¢ Tell me one dog breed and a shape you might find on it.

e Why is it helpful to know the properties of shapes (like sides and corners)? (Helps us identify
and compare them!).

Keep looking for shapes in the world around you - you'll be surprised where you find them!
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