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Library Detectives: The Case of the Hidden
Clues
Objective: Sharpen your detective skills by learning how to
navigate the library and its resources to uncover information!

Materials Needed (Your Detective Kit):

Access to your local library (physical visit recommended, but online catalog access is essential)
Computer with internet access
Notebook or paper ("Case File")
Pen or pencil

Introduction: Welcome, Junior Detective! (10 mins)

Every good detective needs to know where to find information. Clues aren't always obvious; sometimes
they're hidden in books, articles, or databases. Today, your mission is to learn how to use the library â€“
your ultimate information headquarters â€“ to track down any fact or story you need. Think of the
librarians as your trusted informants and the catalog as your master map!

Activity 1: Cracking the Code - Library Organization (20-30 mins)

Briefing: Libraries aren't just random piles of books. They're organized systems designed to help you
find exactly what you need. Your first task is to understand the layout.

Tasks:

Reconnaissance (Physical Library Visit or Website Tour): Identify the main sections: Fiction1.
(where mysteries and adventures live!), Non-Fiction (where facts about forensics, history, etc.,
reside), Biography (stories of real detectives or crime solvers?), Reference (encyclopedias,
dictionaries - quick facts!), Teen/YA section. If visiting, sketch a quick map in your Case File. If
online, explore the website layout.
Decoding Dewey (or other system): Briefly learn about the library's organization. For Non-2.
Fiction, this is often the Dewey Decimal System. Look up the general number ranges for subjects
related to detectives: e.g., 363/364 (Criminology, True Crime), 800s (Literature - find mystery
writers like Arthur Conan Doyle or Agatha Christie). Note these key areas in your Case File. Fiction
is usually organized alphabetically by the author's last name.

Activity 2: Following the Leads - Using the Catalog (20-30 mins)

Briefing: The online catalog is your most powerful search tool. It lists nearly everything the library has
and tells you exactly where to find it.

Tasks (Use the library's online catalog):
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Author Pursuit: Search for a famous mystery author (e.g., Agatha Christie, Arthur Conan Doyle,1.
Nancy Springer). How many books by them does the library have? Write down the title and call
number (or location) of one that looks interesting.
Subject Search: Search using keywords related to detective work. Try: "forensic science,"2.
"detective stories," "Sherlock Holmes," "espionage," "codes and ciphers." Note the different types
of books you find (fiction vs. non-fiction).
Title Chase: Imagine you heard about a book called "The Mysterious Benedict Society" (or3.
another specific title). Search for it by title. Is it available? Where is it located? What's its call
number? Record your findings.

Activity 3: Case File Challenge - The Information Hunt (20 mins)

Briefing: Time to put your skills to the test, Detective! Use the library catalog and your knowledge of
library sections to answer these questions. Write the answers and *how* you found them (e.g., "Non-
fiction book," "Online catalog search") in your Case File.

Find the title of one non-fiction book about fingerprinting or DNA analysis. (Hint: Use keyword1.
search in the catalog).
Find the title of a mystery novel set in a country other than your own. (Hint: Browse fiction or2.
search keywords like "mystery England" or "detective Egypt").
What is the call number for books about codes and ciphers (cryptography)? (Hint: Use keyword3.
search).
Does the library have any graphic novels featuring detectives? (Hint: Search keywords or browse4.
Teen section).

Conclusion: Case Closed! (5-10 mins)

Excellent work, Detective! You've successfully navigated the library's systems and used the catalog to
track down specific information. You learned how libraries are organized and how different resources
can help you solve different kinds of 'cases' or questions. These skills are crucial not just for finding
great mystery books, but for researching school projects, learning new hobbies, or investigating
anything that sparks your curiosity! Keep practicing your library detective skills â€“ there's always more
to discover.


