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K-Pop Lyric Deep Dive: Unpacking Meaning
and Craft

Materials:

Computer or Tablet with Internet Access

Access to YouTube or a Music Streaming Service

English Translations of Selected K-pop Songs (easily found online)
Notebook and Pen/Pencil or Word Processing Software

Introduction: From Fan to Analyst!

You love K-pop for the music, the choreography, and the artists, right? But have you ever stopped to
think about the *stories* and *ideas* packed into the lyrics? K-pop lyrics are often rich with poetic
language and complex themes, just like literature! Today, we're going to combine your passion for K-
pop with language arts skills to analyze lyrics like a pro.

Activity 1: Choose Your Anthem

Select 1-2 K-pop songs you really connect with or find interesting. Make sure you can find reliable
English translations for them. Think about songs that seem to tell a story, express a strong emotion, or
have lyrics that make you pause and think. Some groups known for interesting lyrics include BTS, Epik
High, IU, Agust D, (G)I-DLE, Stray Kids, ATEEZ - but feel free to choose any artist you like!

Activity 2: Lyric Investigation

Read through the English translations of your chosen song(s) carefully. As you read, look for examples
of literary devices:

e Metaphor: Comparing two unlike things without using 'like' or 'as' (e.g., 'You are my sunshine').
Simile: Comparing two unlike things using 'like' or 'as' (e.qg., 'Dancing like a butterfly').
Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch).

Symbolism: When an object or idea represents something else (e.g., a dove symbolizing peace).
Personification: Giving human qualities to inanimate objects or animals.

Hyperbole: Exaggeration for effect.

Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words.

Jot down any examples you find in your notebook or document.

Activity 3: Uncover the Theme/Narrative

Now, think about the bigger picture:

What is the main message or theme of the song? (e.g., Love, overcoming hardship, self-discovery,
societal critique, friendship)

Is there a story being told? Who are the characters (even if implied)? What happens?

What emotions are conveyed? How do the lyrics help create that feeling?

How do the literary devices you identified contribute to the theme or story?
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Write down your thoughts on the overall meaning.

Activity 4: Write Your Analysis

Choose one of the songs you analyzed. Write a well-structured paragraph (5-7 sentences) explaining
your interpretation of a specific part of the song or its overall theme. Make sure to:

Start with a clear topic sentence stating your main point about the lyrics/theme.

Provide specific examples from the lyrics (quote short phrases) as evidence.

Explain *how* the lyrics (and any literary devices you mention) support your interpretation.
Conclude with a sentence that summarizes your analysis or offers a final thought.

il NS

Optional Extension: K-Pop Songwriter

Feeling creative? Try writing a short verse (4-8 lines) in the style of your favorite K-pop group or artist.
Focus on a theme you identified today and try to incorporate at least one literary device.

Wrap-up:
See? Analyzing lyrics uses the same skills as analyzing poetry or literature! You've practiced identifying

literary techniques, interpreting themes, and supporting your ideas with evidence a€“ all while engaging
with music you love. Keep listening closely to the words in your favorite songs!
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