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Panda Pal Picnic: A Reading Adventure!
Subject: Language Arts: Reading

Grade Level: Kindergarten (Homeschool)

Focus: Letter 'P', Sight Word 'Panda', Reading Comprehension, Sequencing

Lesson Activities:

1. Introduction: P is for Panda! (5 mins)

Engage: "Guess what special animal we're going to learn about today? It's black and white, loves
bamboo, and starts with the letter 'P'! That's right, Pandas!"

Activity: Show the letter 'P' flashcard (uppercase and lowercase). Practice saying the letter name and
its sound (/p/). Brainstorm other words that start with 'P' (pig, popcorn, play, purple). Write 'Panda' on
the whiteboard and have the student trace the letters in the air.

2. Story Time: Panda Adventures (10-15 mins)

Engage: "Let's read a story about our new fuzzy friends!"

Activity: Read the chosen panda picture book aloud with enthusiasm. Pause to look at pictures and ask
simple questions:

"Who is the main character in this part?" (The panda)
"What is the panda doing here?" (Eating, sleeping, playing, etc.)
"Where do pandas live?" (In forests, in China - depending on the book)

Check for Understanding: After reading, ask the student to name one thing the panda did in the
story.

3. Panda Action Sequence (5-10 mins)

Engage: "Pandas do lots of things! Let's see if we can put these panda actions in order."

Activity: Show the 3 picture cards of panda actions (eating, sleeping, climbing). Talk about each action.
Then, mix them up and ask the student to put them in a logical order (e.g., maybe the panda climbs,
then eats, then sleeps). Alternatively, ask them to recall the order from the story if applicable. Discuss
why that order makes sense.

4. Craft Time: Paper Plate Panda Pal (15 mins)

Engage: "Let's make our very own Panda Pal!"

Activity:

Give the student a paper plate (this is the panda's face).1.
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Help the student cut out two oval shapes from black construction paper for ears, two smaller2.
circles for eyes, and one small oval for the nose. (Pre-cut these if needed for differentiation).
Guide the student to glue the ears onto the top edge of the plate.3.
Glue the eye circles onto the plate.4.
Glue the nose near the bottom center.5.
Use a black crayon or marker to draw a mouth under the nose.6.
Optional: Write a big 'P' on the back of the panda plate.7.

Differentiation: For students needing more support, provide pre-cut shapes. For students wanting a
challenge, encourage them to draw the shapes first or add extra details like bamboo.

5. Wrap-up & Review (5 mins)

Engage: "Wow, look at your amazing Panda Pal! Let's quickly remember what we learned today."

Activity:

Point to the letter 'P' flashcard: "What letter is this? What sound does it make?"
Point to the word 'Panda' on the whiteboard: "What special animal does this word say?"
Ask one final comprehension question: "Tell me one thing you remember about pandas from our
story or activities."
Praise the student's effort and display their Panda craft proudly!


