Engaging Soccer-Themed Reading Comprehension Activity for Students / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Materials Needed:

Short story or article about soccer (e.g., excerpt from a biography, a fictional story about a
young player, or an article about a famous match)

Notebook or paper

Pen or pencil

Optional: Soccer ball (for kinesthetic connections)

Introduction: Reading is Your Warm-Up! (5 minutes)

Hey there! Just like warming up is crucial before a big soccer match, warming up our reading skills
helps us tackle any text. Today, we're blending your love for soccer with Language Arts. We'll read a
story about soccer and analyze it like a coach analyzing game film. Ready to kick off?

Activity 1: Read the Field (15-20 minutes)

First, let's read our selected soccer story or article. As you read, think about it like watching a game.
Pay attention to:

¢ Who are the main 'players' (characters)?
¢ What is the main 'game' or challenge (plot/conflict)?
¢ Where and when is the 'match' taking place (setting)?

Read through it once to get the main idea. Don't worry about understanding every single detail yet -
that's like getting a feel for the flow of the game.

Activity 2: What's the Goal? Identifying Themes (15
minutes)

Every good game, and every good story, has a point or a message. In literature, we call these
'themes'. Themes are the big ideas the author wants us to think about. Based on the story you just
read, what big ideas stand out? Think about concepts like:

e Teamwork

¢ Perseverance (never giving up)
Competition

Dealing with pressure
Friendship

Overcoming challenges

The importance of practice

In your notebook, jot down 1-2 themes you noticed in the story. Why do you think the author wanted
to explore these ideas through soccer?

Activity 3: Player Analysis - Character Deep Dive (15
minutes)

Let's focus on one of the main characters - maybe the 'star player' or someone facing a tough
challenge. Analyze them like a scout evaluating a player:

¢ What does the character want (their goal)?

September 28, 2023 - Page 1 of 2



Engaging Soccer-Themed Reading Comprehension Activity for Students / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

* What challenges or 'opponents' do they face (internal or external conflicts)?

¢ How do they try to overcome these challenges (their strategy/actions)?

¢ Do they change from the beginning to the end of the story? How? (Character development -
like improving a skill over a season).

Write down your thoughts about the character's journey.

Activity 4: Instant Replay - Finding Text Evidence (10
minutes)
Great analysis needs proof, just like a referee needs to see the foul! Go back to the text. Find specific

sentences or short passages (quotes) that support your ideas about the theme(s) and the character
you analyzed. This is called 'citing textual evidence'.

For example: If you said the theme is perseverance, find a sentence where the character keeps
trying despite failing.

Write down at least one piece of evidence for your theme and one for your character analysis.

Wrap-up: Post-Game Analysis (5 minutes)

Great job today! We practiced reading closely, identifying themes, analyzing characters, and finding
evidence - all through the lens of soccer. See how the skills used to understand a story are similar to
understanding a game? Both require observation, analysis, and understanding motivations and
goals.

Optional Fun Task: Write a short 'Match Report' summarizing the story's main events, key player
(character), and the final 'score' (resolution).
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