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Drifting with Grammar: Mastering Sentence
Structure and Precision

Materials Needed:
Computer with internet access
Access to online videos of professional drifting (e.g., Formula Drift highlights)
Online articles or blog posts about drifting techniques or events
Word processor or notebook/paper
Pen or pencil
Grammar reference guide (optional)

Introduction: The Grammar of Motion (15 mins)
Just like a skilled drifter needs precise control over their car—steering, throttle, clutch—a good writer
needs precise control over their language. Today, we're going to connect the precision of drifting
with the precision of English grammar. We'll look at how complex sentences help describe complex
actions, how verb tenses capture the timing, and how adjectives and adverbs bring the experience
to life.

Warm-up: Watch a short (1-2 minute) professional drifting clip. As you watch, jot down words or
phrases that come to mind to describe the action, the car's movement, the sounds, and the driver's
skill.

Activity 1: Analyzing the Lines – Complex Sentences (25
mins)
Drifting isn't just one simple action; it's a sequence of events: the initiation, the transition, holding
the angle, the exit. Complex sentences, which combine independent clauses (can stand alone) with
dependent clauses (need the rest of the sentence), are perfect for describing these sequences.

Example: 'While the driver initiated the drift with a clutch kick (dependent clause), the rear wheels
broke traction, sending the car into a controlled slide (independent clause).'

Task:

Find an article or blog post describing a drifting event or technique.1.
Identify 3-5 complex sentences within the text.2.
For each sentence, identify the independent clause(s) and the dependent clause(s). Note the3.
conjunction (like 'while', 'although', 'because', 'when', 'if') that links them.
Think: How does the complex sentence structure help explain the sequence or relationship4.
between actions in drifting?

Activity 2: Capturing the Action – Verb Tenses and
Modifiers (25 mins)
How we talk about drifting changes depending on when it happened or how we want to describe it.

Past Tense: The driver initiated the drift perfectly.
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Present Perfect: The driver has mastered the transition between corners.
Present Progressive: The car is sliding gracefully through the turn.

Adjectives (describe nouns) and adverbs (describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs) add the
essential detail.

Adjectives: The screeching tires, the precise steering input, the billowing smoke.
Adverbs: The car slid sideways, the driver reacted quickly, the engine roared loudly.

Task:

Watch another short drifting clip, focusing on one specific car or sequence.1.
Write 3 sentences describing the action using different verb tenses (e.g., one past, one present2.
progressive, one present perfect).
Write 3 additional sentences describing the scene, focusing on using strong, descriptive3.
adjectives and adverbs. Try to make your reader feel like they are there!

Assessment: Your Turn at the Wheel (20 mins)
Choose ONE of the following tasks:

Descriptive Paragraph: Write a paragraph (at least 5-7 sentences) describing a complex1.
drifting maneuver (like a transition or linking two corners). Focus on using at least two complex
sentences and incorporating precise verb tenses, adjectives, and adverbs.
Technical Explanation: Write a short explanation (at least 5-7 sentences) of a basic drifting2.
technique (e.g., the handbrake turn, power-over). Use clear, grammatically correct sentences,
including at least one complex sentence, to explain the sequence of actions.

Review your writing for correct sentence structure, verb tense usage, and effective modifiers before
considering it complete.

Wrap-up and Review (5 mins)
Discuss: How did focusing on grammar help you describe or explain drifting more effectively? Which
grammatical concept (complex sentences, verb tenses, modifiers) felt most useful for capturing the
action? Understanding these tools allows you to communicate complex ideas—whether about drifting
or any other topic—with greater clarity and impact.


