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Lesson: Words Have Power - Exploring The Book Thief

Materials You'll Need:

Your copy of "The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak
Notebook or paper
Pen or pencil
Optional: Dictionary/Thesaurus
Optional: Computer with internet access for research

Introduction: Welcome to Himmel Street!

Today, we're diving deep into the powerful world of Markus Zusak's "The Book Thief." This isn't just a
story about a girl stealing books; it's a profound look at humanity, courage, and the incredible power
of words during one of history's darkest times, narrated by Death himself! Get ready to explore
Liesel Meminger's journey and the lives she touches.

Activity 1: Chatting with Death (Narrative Perspective)

"The Book Thief" has a very unusual narrator: Death. Let's think about that!

Why do you think the author chose Death as the narrator? What effect does this have on the
story?
How does Death's perspective shape your understanding of the events and characters?
Find one or two passages where Death's narration particularly struck you. Why?

Jot down your thoughts in your notebook.

Activity 2: Unpacking the Themes

This book is rich with big ideas. Let's discuss a few:

The Power of Words: How do words act as forces for both good and evil in the story? Think
about Liesel learning to read, Hitler's propaganda, Max's writings, etc.
Humanity and Inhumanity: Where do you see examples of extreme kindness and cruelty,
sometimes side-by-side? How does the book show the complexity of people?
Courage vs. Fear: Discuss acts of courage performed by different characters (Liesel, Hans,
Rosa, Rudy). What motivates them? What are they risking?
Love and Loss: How are love and loss intertwined throughout the narrative?

Choose one theme and write a short paragraph explaining how it develops in the story, using specific
examples.

Activity 3: Character Sketch - Liesel Meminger

Liesel changes significantly throughout the novel. Let's trace her journey.

How would you describe Liesel at the beginning of the book versus the end?
What are her key relationships (Hans, Rosa, Rudy, Max, Ilsa Hermann)? How do they influence
her?
What makes Liesel the "book thief"? Is it just about stealing books?

Create a timeline or a mind map in your notebook showing key moments in Liesel's development.
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Activity 4: Word Catcher

Markus Zusak uses language beautifully (and sometimes Death does too!). As you read or reread
sections, keep an eye out for:

Words that are new to you.
Words used in interesting or unusual ways.
Figurative language (metaphors, similes, personification) that stands out.

Make a list of at least 5-7 interesting words or phrases. Look up any unknown words and try using
them in your own sentence.

Activity 5: Creative Response (Choose One)

A Different View: Rewrite a short scene from the perspective of another character (e.g.,
Rudy, Max, Hans, Rosa). How would their voice and focus differ from Death's or Liesel's?
The Weight of a Word: Choose a word that you think is central to the book's meaning (e.g.,
'book', 'friendship', ' basement', 'accordion', 'word'). Write a short piece exploring the
significance of this word in the story.

Wrap-up & Reflection

Think about your reading experience. What was the most impactful part of "The Book Thief" for you?
What questions do you still have? Did the book change how you think about words, history, or
human nature? Discuss your thoughts.

Optional Extension: Research the historical context of Nazi Germany and World War II to better
understand the world Liesel lived in. How does knowing more about the history enhance your
reading of the novel?


