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Unlocking The Book Thief: Words, Courage,
and Humanity
Materials Needed:

Copy of "The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak
Notebook or journal
Pen or pencil
Optional: Dictionary, Access to reliable online resources about WWII/Nazi Germany

Introduction (15 minutes)
Welcome! Today, we're diving into the powerful and unique world of Markus Zusak's "The Book
Thief." This isn't just any story; it's narrated by Death himself and set in a challenging time – Nazi
Germany during World War II. Before we begin reading or discussing today's section, let's think: Why
might an author choose Death as a narrator? How does this perspective make you feel as a reader?
Jot down some initial thoughts in your notebook.

Activity 1: Meeting Death & Liesel (30 minutes)
Read (or re-read) Part One of "The Book Thief." As you read, pay close attention to:

How Death introduces himself and his role. What are his feelings about humans?
Liesel's first encounters with death and her first stolen book. What does this act tell us about
her character even at this early stage?
The setting: How is the atmosphere of fear and tension created?

After reading, answer the following questions in your notebook:

Describe Death's narrative voice. Is it what you expected? Find two quotes that exemplify his1.
perspective.
What is the significance of Liesel stealing "The Gravedigger's Handbook"? What might books2.
represent for her?
How are Hans and Rosa Hubermann introduced? What are your first impressions of them?3.

Activity 2: The Power of Words (25 minutes)
One of the central themes in "The Book Thief" is the power of words – both for harm (Nazi
propaganda) and for good (Liesel's learning to read, Max's stories). Discuss or write about:

How does learning to read change Liesel? Think about her relationship with Hans and her
experiences in the basement.
Find an example in Part One (or recall one if you've read further) where words are used
destructively.
Find an example where words offer comfort or connection.

Activity 3: Creative Response (20 minutes)
Imagine you are Liesel, hiding in the basement during an air raid. Write a short journal entry (1-2
paragraphs) describing your feelings. Try to incorporate the theme of finding comfort or escape
through words or stories, much like Liesel does.
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Wrap-up & Further Exploration (10 minutes)
Reflect on what you learned or thought about today. What stands out most to you about the
beginning of Liesel's story? What questions do you have moving forward?

For further exploration (optional): Research the historical context of Molching (the fictional
town, near Munich) during 1939-1945. How does understanding the real history enhance your
reading of the novel?


