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Bunnicula's Mysterious Veggies: Character & Clues

Materials Needed:

Copy of Bunnicula: A Rabbit Tale of Mystery by Deborah and James Howe
Notebook or plain paper

Pencils or pens

Crayons or colored pencils (optional, for drawing activity)

Introduction: What's Up with Bunnicula? (5 mins)

Welcome, super reader! Today, we're diving into the hilarious and mysterious world of Bunnicula. Have
you ever met a rabbit quite like him? The Monroe family found him at the movies, but Harold the dog
and Chester the cat notice something... strange. Especially when the vegetables start turning white!
Let's put on our detective hats and investigate.

Activity 1: Meet the Cast (15 mins)

Let's read Chapter 2 (or another chapter you choose!). As we read, pay close attention to the main
characters:

Harold: The narrator, a shaggy dog who loves food and naps.
Chester: The sharp-witted, slightly paranoid cat who loves to read.
Bunnicula: The mysterious bunny found at the Dracula movie.
The Monroes (Mr., Mrs., Toby, Pete): The human family.

Task: In your notebook, create a simple chart. Label columns with the character names (Harold,
Chester, Bunnicula). As we read, jot down words or phrases from the book that describe what each
character is like (their personality traits) or how they act. What does Harold think? What does Chester
suspect? What does Bunnicula *do*?

Example for Harold: "Seems friendly," "Likes to tell stories," "A little lazy."

Activity 2: The Case of the White Vegetables! (15 mins)

Chester notices something very odd happening to the vegetables in the kitchen a€“ they're turning
white! The book uses great words to describe them. These describing words are called adjectives.
Adjectives tell us more about nouns (people, places, things).

Task:

1. Let's reread the parts of the chapter where Harold or Chester describe the vegetables (like the
white carrot or tomato).
2. In your notebook, write down any adjectives used to describe the vegetables (e.g., "white," "limp,"

"drained").
3. Can you think of other adjectives to describe a normal carrot? How about a white, drained carrot?
List some fun, spooky, or silly adjectives!
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Activity 3: Chester's Clues - Making Inferences (10 mins)

Chester starts putting clues together. Bunnicula was found at a Dracula movie, he sleeps all day and is
awake at night, he has pointy teeth (fangs?), and the vegetables are white and seem drained of their
juice!

An inference is like a smart guess based on clues. It's reading between the lines.
Task: Let's talk about the clues:

e What does Chester *think* Bunnicula is based on these clues?

¢ Why do the white vegetables make Chester suspicious?

¢ Do *you* think Bunnicula is a vampire bunny? Why or why not? Use clues from the book to
support your idea!

Activity 4: Chapter Summary (5 mins)

Okay, Detective! Let's quickly summarize what happened in the chapter we read today. Tell me the
most important things that happened, in order.

Wrap-up & Fun Extension (Optional - 5 mins)

Great work today investigating Bunnicula! What was your favorite part? What do you predict will happen
next?

Optional Fun: Use your crayons or colored pencils to draw Bunnicula, Chester's reaction to a white
vegetable, or Harold taking a nap!
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