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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to analyze and understand the works of Shakespeare,
specifically focusing on one of his famous plays.

Materials and Prep
A copy of a Shakespeare play (e.g., Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet)
A notebook or paper for taking notes
A pen or pencil

Activities
Introduction to Shakespeare (15 minutes)1.
Read a brief biography of William Shakespeare and discuss his contributions to literature. Talk
about the Elizabethan era and the importance of theater during that time.
Selecting a Play (10 minutes)2.
Choose one of Shakespeare's plays to focus on for this lesson. Discuss the different options
and let the student decide which play they are most interested in exploring.
Reading and Summarizing (30 minutes)3.
Assign the student to read Act 1, Scene 1 of the selected play. After reading, ask them to write
a brief summary of what happened in that scene. Discuss their summary and clarify any
questions they may have.
Character Analysis (20 minutes)4.
Ask the student to choose one character from the play and analyze their traits, motivations,
and role in the story. Encourage them to provide evidence from the text to support their
analysis.
Exploring Themes (20 minutes)5.
Discuss the major themes present in the play and ask the student to identify one theme they
find interesting. Have them explain why they chose that theme and provide examples from the
text to support their choice.
Reflective Writing (15 minutes)6.
Ask the student to write a short reflection on their experience reading and analyzing the
selected play. Prompt them to discuss what they enjoyed, what they found challenging, and
any new insights they gained.

Eighth Grade Talking Points
"Shakespeare is often considered one of the greatest playwrights in history. His works continue
to be studied and performed around the world today."
"During Shakespeare's time, theater was an important form of entertainment and a way for
people to come together and experience stories."
"Shakespeare's plays are written in a poetic language called iambic pentameter, which adds
rhythm and musicality to the dialogue."
"By analyzing the characters in a play, we can gain a deeper understanding of their
motivations, relationships, and the overall story."
"Themes are recurring ideas or messages that can be found throughout a play. They help us
explore deeper meanings and connect with the story on a broader level."
"Reflecting on our reading and analysis allows us to process our thoughts and feelings, and it
helps us develop a stronger connection with the text."


