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Sea Turtle Spectacular! An Ocean Adventure

Let's dive deep into the ocean and learn all about amazing sea turtles! These ancient reptiles have been
swimming in our oceans for millions of years. Did you know they lived at the same time as the
dinosaurs?

Meet the Sea Turtles!

There are seven different species, or kinds, of sea turtles swimming in our world's oceans. Can you
imagine swimming all that way? Some famous ones are:

¢ Green Sea Turtle: Mostly eats seagrass and algae (like an ocean cow!).

¢ Loggerhead Sea Turtle: Has a big, strong head for crushing shells.

¢ Leatherback Sea Turtle: The biggest sea turtle! It doesn't have a hard, bony shell like the
others; its back is covered in tough, leathery skin.

¢ Hawksbill Sea Turtle: Has a sharp, bird-like beak for getting food out of coral reefs.

Which one sounds the most interesting to you?

A Turtle's Life: From Egg to Ocean
Sea turtles have an incredible life journey:

1. The Nest: A mother sea turtle swims ashore, usually at night, onto the same beach where she

was born! She digs a hole in the sand with her flippers and lays her eggs (usually around 100!).

Then she covers them up and returns to the sea.

Hatching: After about two months, tiny baby turtles, called hatchlings, break out of their shells.

3. The Race to the Sea: Working together, the hatchlings dig their way out of the sand (usually at
night when it's cooler and safer). They scramble towards the brightest light, which should be the
moon shining on the water. It's a dangerous journey!

4. Ocean Life: The hatchlings that make it swim, swim, swim into the ocean. They spend many
years growing up in the open ocean, eating and avoiding predators.

5. Returning Home: When female turtles are old enough, they will travel back to the same beach
area where they were born to lay their own nests! Isn't that amazing?
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Activity: Create a Sea Turtle Life Cycle Wheel
Let's make a craft to remember the turtle's life!

Take your paper plate. Divide it into 4 sections with your pencil and ruler.

In the first section, draw a sea turtle nest with eggs on a beach. Label it "Nest".

In the second section, draw tiny hatchlings coming out of the sand. Label it "Hatching".

In the third section, draw hatchlings crawling towards the ocean. Label it "Race to Sea".

In the fourth section, draw a grown-up sea turtle swimming in the ocean. Label it "Ocean Life".
Decorate your wheel with crayons or markers. You can add waves, sand, and the moon!
(Optional) Cut out the construction paper arrow and attach it to the center of the plate with the
brass fastener so it can spin to each stage.
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Protecting Our Turtle Friends

Sadly, sea turtles face many dangers:

Getting tangled in fishing nets.

Plastic pollution (they might mistake plastic bags for jellyfish, their food!).

Losing their nesting beaches due to building.

Bright lights near beaches can confuse hatchlings, making them crawl the wrong way.

How can we help?

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Use less plastic so it doesn't end up in the ocean.

Beach Cleanups: Help keep beaches clean and safe for nesting turtles and hatchlings.
Lights Out: If you live near a beach where turtles nest, keep lights low or off during nesting
season.

Spread the Word: Tell your friends and family how important sea turtles are!

Lesson Wrap-up

Wow, we learned so much! Can you tell me:

¢ One stage in a sea turtle's life?
¢ One type of sea turtle?

¢ One danger sea turtles face?

e One way we can help them?

Great job being a Sea Turtle Scientist today! Keep exploring the wonders of the ocean!
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