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Exploring Death's Narrative: The Book Thief,
Chapter 1

Welcome! Today, we're diving into the unique and powerful opening of Markus Zusak's "The Book
Thief." Pay close attention to who is telling the story and how they see the world.

Materials Needed

¢ "The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak
¢ Notebook or paper
¢ Pen or pencil

Lesson Activities

1. First Impressions & Narrator Hunt (Reading & Discussion)
Read Chapter 1: "Death and Chocolate." As you read, think about these questions:

¢ Who is telling this story? How do you know? What words or phrases give you clues?

¢ What is unusual about this narrator? How does the narrator feel about humans?

¢ The narrator mentions colors frequently. What colors appear in this chapter, and what events or
emotions are they linked to?

¢ Where and when does the story seem to begin? How does the narrator create a sense of time and
place?

¢ What tragic event occurs? How does the narrator describe it?

¢ Who is Liesel Meminger? What is your first impression of her?

¢ What significant object does Liesel take? Why do you think this action is important enough to be
the title of the book?

After reading, jot down your answers and thoughts in your notebook.
2. Setting the Scene (Analysis)

Re-read the descriptions of the setting (the train, the snowy landscape). How does the narrator use
specific words (diction) and sentence structure (syntax) to create a particular mood or feeling? Is it
somber, cold, mysterious? Find 2-3 examples and explain their effect.

3. Writing as Death (Creative Writing)

Now, let's get creative! Imagine you are the narrator, Death. Choose a simple, everyday event you
observed recently (like someone waiting for a bus, eating breakfast, walking in the park). Write one
paragraph (5-7 sentences) describing this event from Death's perspective. Try to mimic the style from
Chapter 1:

¢ Use unusual or striking descriptions.

¢ Mention colors associated with the scene or the feeling.

¢ Hint at deeper meanings or the fragility of life.

¢ Maintain a slightly detached, observant, yet sometimes compassionate tone.
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4. Wrap-up

Think about why Markus Zusak might have chosen Death as the narrator. What advantages does this
perspective offer for telling Liesel's story? Share your paragraph if you feel comfortable!
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