
Learn Geometry with Minecraft: Fun Activities for Shapes, Area, Perimeter & Volume / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

October 11, 2023 - Page 1 of 2

Minecraft Geometry Adventure!
Today, we're going on an adventure where math meets Minecraft! You know how you build amazing
things with blocks? Well, that's all about geometry! We'll learn about shapes, how to measure them, and
use that knowledge to become even better builders.

Activity 1: Block Spotting (Shapes)

Let's start by looking closely at Minecraft.

What's the main shape of most blocks? (Cube)
What are some other shapes you see? Can you build a flat rectangle? What about a tall, skinny
rectangular tower (a rectangular prism)?
Task: Spend 5-10 minutes in Minecraft (Creative Mode is easiest). Fly around or look at your past
creations. Point out examples of cubes, rectangles (like a wall face or floor), and rectangular
prisms (like a simple house shape).

Activity 2: Measuring Your World (Perimeter & Area)

Imagine you want to build a fence around a garden or put carpet on a floor in Minecraft. You need to
measure!

Perimeter: This is the distance *around* the outside edge of a flat shape. In Minecraft, it's like
counting the blocks along the border.
Area: This is the space *inside* a flat shape. In Minecraft, it's like counting how many blocks
cover the ground.
On Paper: Draw a rectangle on your graph paper (e.g., 5 squares long and 3 squares wide).
Count the squares around the edge for the perimeter. Count the total squares inside for the area.
Minecraft Task: Build a flat rectangular shape on the ground in Minecraft (like a garden plot or a
room floor). Count the blocks around the edge to find the perimeter. Count all the blocks covering
the ground to find the area. Try building a few different sizes!

Activity 3: Stacking Up! (Volume)

When you build *up* in Minecraft, you're creating volume!

Volume: This is the total amount of space a 3D object takes up. In Minecraft, it's easy – it's the
total number of blocks used to build the object!
Minecraft Task: Build a simple, solid 3D structure, like a small cube house or a tower (a
rectangular prism). Make sure it's filled in, not hollow for now. Carefully count *all* the blocks you
used. That's the volume! Try building one that is 3 blocks long, 2 blocks wide, and 4 blocks high.
How many blocks did you use in total? (3 x 2 x 4 = 24 blocks. The volume is 24 cubic blocks!)

Activity 4: Design & Build Challenge

Time to be an architect!

On Paper: On your graph paper, design a simple Minecraft structure. It could be a small house, a
statue, or one room. Draw the 'floor plan' (top-down view) and maybe a 'side view'. Label the
length, width, and height in 'blocks'. Calculate the perimeter and area of the floor. Estimate the
volume (Length x Width x Height for simple rectangular shapes).
Minecraft Task: Now, build your design in Minecraft! Try to follow your plan. Was your volume
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estimate correct? How many blocks did you actually use?

Wrap-up & Sharing

Let's talk about what we learned!

Show me your graph paper designs and your Minecraft creations!
How does knowing about perimeter help when building fences or walls?
How does understanding area help when planning floors or roofs?
How does volume help you know how many blocks you'll need for a big build?
What was your favorite part?

Possible Extensions (Optional Challenge):

Build more complex structures and try to calculate their volume (you might need to break them
into smaller rectangular parts).
Calculate the 'surface area' – how many block faces can you see on the outside of your structure?
Design a build with specific requirements (e.g., a room with an area of 20 blocks, or a tower with a
volume of 50 blocks).


