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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to understand the historical background and significance
of Halloween.

Materials and Prep
Pen and paper
Access to a computer or library books

No prior knowledge is required for this lesson. Just come with an open mind and a curious spirit!

Activities
Research: Using the computer or library books, research the origins and history of Halloween.1.
Take notes on important facts or interesting stories you come across.
Timeline Creation: Create a timeline of Halloween's history. Include key events and traditions2.
that have evolved over time. Be creative and use drawings or symbols to represent each event
on your timeline.
Discussion: Reflect on your research and timeline. Answer the following questions in a journal3.
entry or through a discussion with a family member or friend:

Why do you think Halloween has become such a popular holiday?
What are some similarities and differences between how Halloween was celebrated in
the past compared to now?
How has Halloween evolved over time?

Fourth Grade Talking Points
"Halloween is a holiday celebrated on October 31st each year. It has a long history that dates
back thousands of years."
"The origins of Halloween can be traced back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, which
marked the end of the harvest season and the beginning of winter."
"During Samhain, people believed that the boundary between the living and the dead was
blurred, and they would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off roaming spirits."
"The tradition of trick-or-treating likely originated from the medieval practice of 'souling,'
where poor people would go door-to-door on All Souls' Day, asking for food in exchange for
prayers for the dead."
"In the United States, Halloween became popular in the early 20th century and has since
evolved into a holiday characterized by costumes, candy, and community celebrations."
"Halloween is not only about dressing up and getting treats. It's also an opportunity to learn
about history, culture, and the traditions of different societies."


