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Story Detectives: Finding the Main Idea!
Needed Supplies:

A simple picture book with a clear theme (e.g., 'The Little Engine That Could', 'Corduroy',
'Rainbow Fish')
Paper
Crayons or markers

Let's Begin!

Hello, Story Detective! Today, we're going on a mission to find the most important part of a story. It's
called the 'main idea' or 'theme'. Think of it like this: if the story was a yummy cookie, the main idea
is the most important ingredient, like the chocolate chips!

Activity 1: Story Time!

Let's read our book together. Snuggle up and listen carefully. Pay attention to who the story is about
and what happens.

(Read the chosen picture book aloud with expression. Pause to look at pictures and ask simple
predicting questions if appropriate, like 'What do you think will happen next?')

Activity 2: Detective Chat

Great listening! Now, let's put on our detective hats:

Who was the main person or animal in our story? (The main character)
What was the big thing that happened in the story?
What do you think the story was *mostly* about? Was it about sharing? Being brave? Trying
your best? Being a good friend? (Guide the student toward the central theme with simple
options.)

That special thing the story was mostly about – that's our main idea! It's the big message the story
wanted to share.

Activity 3: Draw the Clue!

Now, let's draw a picture of the main idea we found. If the story was mostly about trying your best,
what could you draw? Maybe the Little Engine puffing up the hill? If it was about friendship, maybe
you could draw the friends together?

(Provide paper and crayons/markers. Let the student draw their interpretation of the main idea. Ask
them to tell you about their drawing.)

Mission Accomplished!

You did it, Story Detective! You found the main idea! Knowing the main idea helps us understand
stories better. When we go to the library or pick out new books, thinking about the main idea helps
us choose stories we'll love and learn from. Great job today!


