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Materials You'll Need:

e Paper and crayons/markers

¢ Optional: Craft sticks, clay, playdough, leaves, twigs, small cardboard box, glue, tape

¢ Books or websites about homes around the world (examples: National Geographic Kids, library
books)

¢ Simple world map or globe

Homes Around the World!

Hi there! Isn't it cool to think about building huts? People all over the world need homes to live in, but
their homes don't all look the same. Why do you think that is?

A big reason is Geography! Geography is the study of places on Earth. Where people live a€“ the
location a€" affects the kind of house they build. Let's explore!

Climate Matters!
Think about the weather, or climate.

¢ |f you live somewhere very cold with lots of snow, like the Arctic, you might need a home that
keeps you super warm. Inuit people traditionally built homes called igloos out of packed snow!
Snow is a good insulator (it traps heat).

¢ If you live somewhere very hot and rainy, like a tropical rainforest, you might want a house that
stays cool and dry. People might build homes on stilts (posts) to keep them off the wet ground,
with roofs designed to let rain slide off easily. They might use materials found nearby, like wood
and large leaves.

¢ |f you live somewhere hot and dry, like a desert, you might build a home from mud bricks or clay.
These materials can help keep the inside cool during the hot day. Think about adobe houses!

What's Nearby? (Resources)

People also build homes using materials they can find easily nearby. These are called natural
resources.

¢ |In places with lots of forests, people often build homes from wood.

¢ |In grassy plains, people might use dried grasses or sod (earth mixed with grass roots). Think of
pioneers building sod houses!

¢ Near rocky mountains, stone might be the main building material.

Let's Look at a Map!

(Use your map or globe) Can you find the cold Arctic? Where are some hot deserts? Where are the
rainforests? Different homes belong in different places!

Activity: Design Your Own Hut!

Think about a specific place in the world (cold, hot, rainy, dry, forest, desert). What kind of hut would be
best to build there? What materials would you use?
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Choose a location/climate.

Draw a picture of the hut you would build there.

Label the materials you used (wood, mud, snow, leaves, etc.).

Explain WHY you designed it that way (e.g., "It has a sloped roof for the rain," or "It's made of

thick mud to stay cool.")

Bonus Fun: Try building a small model of your hut using some of the craft materials listed above!

Great job exploring how geography shapes the amazing variety of homes and huts around our world!
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