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Cryptozoology Case Files: Persuasive Writing Adventure

Materials Needed:

e Paper or Notebook

¢ Pencil or Pen

¢ Optional: Access to parent-approved books or websites about cryptozoology
¢ Optional: Colored pencils or markers

Introduction: What IS Cryptozoology?

Cryptozoology is the study of hidden or unknown animals - creatures whose existence hasn't been
proven by science yet! Think Bigfoot, the Loch Ness Monster, or the Yeti. These creatures are called
'‘cryptids'. While scientists need solid proof, cryptozoologists gather stories, eyewitness accounts,
and possible clues. Today, you're going to become a cryptozoology writer and practice persuasive
writing!

What is Persuasive Writing?

Persuasive writing is used to convince someone to agree with your point of view. You make a clear
statement (a claim) and then back it up with reasons or evidence. Even in cryptozoology, where
proof is scarce, you can still build an argument based on sightings, local legends, or logical ideas.

Your Mission: Write a Persuasive Paragraph!

1. Choose Your Cryptid: Pick one cryptid you find interesting (e.g., Bigfoot, Loch Ness Monster,
Chupacabra, Mothman, Jersey Devil).

2. Take a Stance: Decide if you will argue FOR its existence (It's real!) or AGAINST its existence
(It's probably not real!).

3. Brainstorm Reasons: Why do you think it's real or not real? Think about:

o Reported sightings (Where? When? By whom?)

o Possible explanations (Could it be a known animal? A hoax?)

o The environment (Could such a creature live there?)

o Lack of clear evidence (photos, bones, etc.)

Jot down at least 3 reasons for your stance.
4. Write Your Paragraph: Now, put it all together!

o Topic Sentence: Start with a strong sentence stating your claim clearly. Example:
"There is convincing evidence to suggest the Loch Ness Monster might actually exist."
OR "Despite many stories, it's unlikely that Bigfoot roams the forests."

o Supporting Sentences: Write at least three sentences explaining your reasons. Use
descriptive words! Instead of "People saw it," try "Numerous blurry photographs and
eyewitness accounts describe a large, long-necked creature in the murky depths of Loch
Ness."

o Concluding Sentence: End with a sentence that summarizes your point or gives a final
thought. Example: "Therefore, the possibility of Nessie cannot be completely dismissed."
OR "Until concrete proof emerges, Bigfoot remains purely a legend."

5. Read Aloud: Read your paragraph aloud. Does it sound convincing? Does it flow well? Make
any needed edits.

Optional Extension Activities:

¢ Do some brief, parent-approved research online or in books about the eyewitness accounts or
evidence for/against your chosen cryptid. Add more detail to your paragraph.

e Draw a picture of your cryptid based on descriptions.

¢ Write a second paragraph arguing the OPPOSITE viewpoint.
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Have fun exploring the mysterious world of cryptids and practicing your persuasive writing skills!

October 13, 2023 - Page 2 of 2



