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Unveiling the Shadows: Exploring Gothic
Literature
Materials Needed:

Access to Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven" (online or print)
Access to an excerpt from Mary Shelley's *Frankenstein* (e.g., Chapter 5, the creation scene)
Notebook or digital document
Pen or keyboard
Optional: Atmospheric music (e.g., classical, dark ambient)

Lesson Activities:

1. Setting the Mood (10 mins):

Begin by dimming the lights slightly (if possible) or playing some suitably atmospheric music
softly in the background.
Read aloud a particularly atmospheric stanza from "The Raven," like the opening or the
description of the tapping.
Ask: What feelings or images does this evoke? What kind of story do you expect to follow?
Briefly discuss the initial impressions – darkness, mystery, loneliness, maybe fear?

2. Defining the Gothic (15 mins):

Explain that these feelings are hallmarks of Gothic Literature, a genre that explores the darker
side of human nature and the unknown.
Introduce and discuss key elements, writing them down. Use brief examples you know or look
them up quickly together:

Setting: Often isolated, decaying, or mysterious (castles, old mansions, monasteries,
remote landscapes). Think *Dracula's* castle.
Atmosphere: Focuses on suspense, horror, mystery, and dread.
Supernatural or Inexplicable Events: Ghosts, monsters, curses, prophecies,
unexplained phenomena.
High/Overwrought Emotion: Characters experience intense feelings like terror,
passion, grief, obsession.
Archetypal Characters: Damsels in distress, tyrannical villains, brooding Byronic
heroes, enigmatic figures.
Omens and Portents: Visions, bad dreams, warnings foreshadowing doom.
The Sublime: Experiencing awe mixed with terror, often related to nature's power or
vastness (e.g., storms, mountains).

3. Textual Exploration (25 mins):

"The Raven": Read Poe's "The Raven" together (or listen to a dramatic reading online). Pause
occasionally to identify Gothic elements. Ask: How does Poe build atmosphere? What examples
of high emotion do you see? Is there anything supernatural or inexplicable? Where do we see
darkness or decay? Jot down examples found in the poem next to the elements list.
*Frankenstein* Excerpt (Chapter 5): Read the scene where Victor Frankenstein brings his
creation to life. Ask: What specific words create a sense of horror or dread? How does Victor
react (high emotion)? How does the description of the setting (dreary night, rain, candle)
contribute to the mood? Is the creation itself supernatural? Note the examples.

4. Creative Application: A Gothic Moment (15 mins):
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Challenge: Write a short descriptive paragraph (5-7 sentences) creating a Gothic scene or
moment.
Prompt: Imagine you are walking towards an old, abandoned house on a stormy night.
Describe what you see, hear, and feel, incorporating at least three specific Gothic elements
discussed today (e.g., setting, atmosphere, high emotion, an omen).
Encourage using evocative language.

5. Discussion & Wrap-up (5 mins):

Share the creative writing paragraph (if comfortable).
Briefly review the Gothic elements identified in the texts and the creative piece.
Ask: Why do you think people are drawn to Gothic literature? What makes it enduring?
Connect back to the learning objectives: Did we identify the elements? Did we analyze the
texts? Did we apply our understanding?

Extension Ideas (Optional):

Watch a film adaptation clip of a Gothic novel and compare its portrayal of elements to the
text.
Research another Gothic author (e.g., Bram Stoker, Horace Walpole, Ann Radcliffe) and find
examples of these elements in their work.
Start reading a full Gothic novel of choice.


