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Zoo Explorer: Habitats and Helping Animals
Do you love visiting the zoo? Seeing all the amazing animals is exciting! Today, we'll explore the science
behind zoos, looking at animal homes and how zoos help protect animals.

Part 1: Habitat Hunt!
Animals in the wild live in specific places called habitats, like forests, deserts, or oceans. Zoos try to
create homes, called enclosures, that are similar to these natural habitats.

Activity: Think about a favorite zoo animal or look one up online (with permission!). What does its
enclosure look like? What kind of natural habitat is it trying to copy? Draw the enclosure in your
notebook and list some things that make it suitable for the animal (e.g., water for a polar bear, trees for
a monkey, rocks for a lizard).

Discussion Questions:

Why is it important for an enclosure to be like the animal's natural habitat?
What special features (adaptations) does your chosen animal have to live in its habitat? (e.g., fur,
claws, wings)
Can you name three different types of habitats you might see represented at a zoo?

Part 2: Conservation Champions
Many animals in the world are endangered, meaning there aren't many left in the wild. Zoos often work
hard to help these animals. This is called conservation.

How Zoos Help:

Safe Homes: They provide a safe place for endangered animals away from dangers like habitat
loss or poaching.
Breeding Programs: They help endangered animals have babies to increase their numbers.
Sometimes, these animals can even be released back into the wild!
Research: Scientists at zoos study animals to learn how to better care for them and protect them
in the wild.
Education: Zoos teach visitors like us why animals are important and how we can help protect
them!

Activity: Research one endangered animal that is often found in zoos (like a Panda, Tiger, or Gorilla).
Find out why it's endangered and one thing zoos are doing to help it.

Part 3: Fun and Games - Animal Enrichment!
Imagine living in the same place every day. You'd get bored! Zoo animals need fun things to do, too.
This is called enrichment. Enrichment keeps animals active, healthy, and encourages their natural
behaviors (like foraging, climbing, or playing).

Examples of Enrichment:

Puzzle feeders (making animals work for their food)
New toys or objects to explore
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Different smells or sounds
Ice treats with food frozen inside
Structures for climbing or hiding

Activity: Design an enrichment toy or activity for your favorite zoo animal! Draw your idea and explain
how it would help the animal use its natural skills or stay active.

Wrap-up & Reflection
Zoos can be fun places to visit, but they are also important centers for learning about animals, their
habitats, and how we can help protect them.

Think about:

What was the most interesting thing you learned today?
How did learning about habitats and conservation change how you think about zoos?
What is one thing you could do to help endangered animals?

Optional Follow-up: Plan a 'pretend' zoo exhibit! Choose an animal, design its habitat-like enclosure,
and include information about its conservation status and enrichment needs.


