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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to write a descriptive essay about basketball using
appropriate language arts techniques.

Materials and Prep
Paper
Pencil or pen

No prior knowledge or preparation is required for this lesson.

Activities

Brainstorming: Spend 10 minutes brainstorming words and phrases related to basketball.1.
Think about the sounds, movements, emotions, and atmosphere associated with the sport.
Write down as many ideas as you can.

Descriptive Writing: Choose one aspect of basketball from your brainstorming session (e.g.,2.
dribbling, shooting, crowd cheering). Write a descriptive paragraph or short essay about it.
Use vivid language, sensory details, and figurative language to bring your chosen aspect to life
on paper.

Peer Review: Exchange your writing with a classmate. Read their work and provide3.
constructive feedback. Look for areas where they could enhance their descriptions or improve
their use of language arts techniques. Offer suggestions for improvement.

Revision: Take the feedback you received from your classmate and revise your initial4.
paragraph or essay. Make necessary changes to strengthen your descriptions and enhance the
overall impact of your writing.

Ninth Grade Talking Points
"In your descriptive writing, focus on using strong adjectives and adverbs to paint a vivid
picture in the reader's mind. For example, instead of saying 'the ball bounced,' you could say
'the ball effortlessly rebounded off the polished hardwood floor.'
"Try incorporating sensory details to engage your reader's senses. Describe the squeaking of
sneakers on the court, the swish of the net as the ball goes through, or the roar of the crowd in
the stands."
"Experiment with figurative language, such as similes and metaphors, to add depth and
creativity to your writing. Compare a player's speed to lightning or a jump shot to a graceful
ballet dancer."
"Remember to organize your writing effectively, using paragraphs to separate different ideas
or aspects of basketball. This will help your reader follow along and make your writing more
coherent."
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"Finally, don't forget to revise and edit your work. Check for grammar and spelling errors, and
make sure your writing flows smoothly. Consider reading your work aloud to catch any
awkward phrasing or areas that may need improvement."


