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Stop Motion Storytellers: Reading for Action!
Materials Needed:

A short, engaging story or book chapter suitable for 4th grade (Example: A chapter from 'James
and the Giant Peach' or a short fable)
Paper (plain or storyboard template)
Pencils, pens, or markers
Optional: Device with a simple stop motion app (like Stop Motion Studio - free version)
Optional: Simple animation figures (LEGOs, clay, small toys, paper cutouts)

Introduction: What do Reading and Stop Motion Have in Common?

Have you ever watched a cool stop motion movie where clay figures or toys seem to move on their
own? It looks like magic, but it's actually made by taking lots of pictures of tiny movements, one
after the other, in the right sequence. Reading a story is similar! A story unfolds step-by-step, with
events happening in a specific order. Today, we'll explore how understanding the sequence in
reading helps us become better storytellers, just like stop motion animators!

Activity 1: Dive into the Story

Read the chosen short story or book chapter together.1.
As you read, or right after, let's talk about the main parts: Who are the main characters?2.
Where and when does the story take place (the setting)? What big problem or adventure
happens (the plot)?
Let's briefly discuss: What happens at the beginning? What happens in the middle? How does it3.
end?

Activity 2: Unscramble the Action! (Sequencing)

Think about the most important things that happened in the story. Let's list 5-7 key events.1.
Now, let's put them in the correct order, from first to last. Number them! This is the story's2.
sequence.
On your paper, draw simple pictures or write short sentences for each key event in order. You3.
can make it look like a comic strip or a basic storyboard. This shows the flow of the story.

Activity 3: The Stop Motion Connection

Look at your sequenced storyboard. Imagine you were making a stop motion movie of this1.
story. Each picture you drew represents a scene or a key moment you'd need to animate!
Why is getting the sequence right so important in stop motion? (Discuss: If scenes are out of2.
order, the story doesn't make sense!)
How is this like reading? (Discuss: If you misunderstand the order of events in a book, the story3.
can be confusing.)

Optional Fun Extension: Mini-Movie Plan!

Using your storyboard, think about how you would make the *first* 3 scenes into a tiny stop motion
movie. What would the characters do? What tiny movements would you need to photograph? (You
don't have to make it today, just plan it! If you have materials and a stop motion app, you could try
animating just one simple action from your storyboard).

Conclusion: The Power of Order!
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Great job! Today we saw how stories are built event by event, in a special order called sequence.
Understanding this helps us enjoy and understand books better. It's also the first step in planning
awesome creative projects like stop motion animation. Keep looking for the sequence in stories you
read!


