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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to design and develop your own card game while
practicing important language arts and reading skills.

Materials and Prep
A deck of playing cards
Blank index cards or paper
Markers or colored pencils
Pencil and eraser
Scissors
Optional: Card sleeves or laminator

Before starting the lesson, make sure you have a basic understanding of the rules of card games and
how they are played.

Activities

Brainstorm Game Ideas: Start by brainstorming different themes or concepts for your card1.
game. Think about your favorite books, movies, or subjects you enjoy learning about. Write
down a few ideas on the blank index cards or paper.

Create Game Mechanics: Once you have chosen a theme, think about the rules and mechanics2.
of your game. How will players win? How will they take turns? Will there be special cards or
actions? Write down the basic rules and mechanics on separate index cards or paper.

Design Cards: Use the blank index cards or paper to design the cards for your game. Each card3.
should have a unique design and include important information such as the card's name, any
special abilities or actions, and any text or numbers needed for gameplay.

Playtest and Revise: Test your game with a family member or friend. Play a few rounds and4.
see if the rules make sense and if the game is fun to play. Take notes on any changes or
improvements that could be made.

Finalize and Share: Make any necessary revisions based on the playtest feedback. Once you5.
are satisfied with your game, finalize the card designs and rules. You can choose to laminate
the cards or use card sleeves for durability. Finally, share your game with others by teaching
them how to play!

Fourth Grade Talking Points
"In this lesson, we are going to combine our love for reading with our creativity to design and
develop our own card game."
"We will start by brainstorming different ideas for our game. Think about your favorite books,
movies, or subjects you enjoy learning about."
"Once we have a theme in mind, we will think about the rules and mechanics of our game.
How will players win? How will they take turns? Will there be special cards or actions?"
"After that, we will design the cards for our game. Each card should have a unique design and
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include important information like the card's name, special abilities, and any text or numbers
needed for gameplay."
"Next, we will playtest our game with a family member or friend. We will see if the rules make
sense and if the game is fun to play. We will take notes on any changes or improvements that
could be made."
"Once we have gathered feedback, we will revise our game and make any necessary changes.
We will finalize the card designs and rules to make our game ready for sharing."
"Finally, we will share our game with others by teaching them how to play. It will be exciting to
see our creations come to life!"


