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Materials You'll Need:

e Paper

Crayons or colored pencils

Optional: Pictures of different dog breeds (from books or online)

Optional: If you have a friendly dog, ask a grown-up if you can gently observe them!

Wagging Wonders: All About Dogs!

Woof woof! Have you ever wondered about your furry best friend or the dogs you see at the park?
Dogs are amazing animals, and today we're going on a biology adventure to learn all about them!

Super Sniffers and Fantastic Fur

Let's look at what makes a dog a dog!

¢ Nose: A dog's nose isn't just wet and cold; it's a super sniffer! Dogs can smell things WAY
better than humans. Their sense of smell is thousands of times stronger! They use it to find
food, recognize friends (and strangers!), and explore the world.

¢ Ears: Dogs can hear sounds that are too quiet or too high-pitched for us to hear. They can also
move their ears around to pinpoint where a sound is coming from. Think about how a dog's
ears perk up when they hear the treat bag!

¢ Fur Coat: Dogs have fur to keep them warm in the winter and protect their skin. Some dogs
have thick, fluffy coats, while others have short, smooth fur. Fur can come in many colors and
patterns!

¢ Paws: Paws are like a dog's shoes and hands! They have pads on the bottom to protect their
feet when walking and running. They also sweat through their paw pads to cool down.

¢ Tail: A dog's tail is used for balance, but it's also a great communicator! A wagging tail often
means happy or excited, a tucked tail might mean scared, and a tail held high could mean
alert or confident.

So Many Breeds!

Have you noticed that dogs don't all look the same? There are tiny Chihuahuas, giant Great Danes,
fluffy Poodles, and speedy Greyhounds! These different types are called breeds.

Humans bred dogs over many, many years for different jobs. Some were bred to help hunt (like
Beagles with their great noses), some to herd sheep (like Border Collies), and some just to be
friendly companions (like Labradors).

Even though they look different, all dog breeds are the same species: Canis lupus familiaris. They are
all related to wolves!

Caring for Canines

Dogs depend on humans to keep them healthy and happy. What do dogs need?

¢ Food and Water: Just like us, dogs need nutritious food and fresh water every day.

¢ Shelter: A safe, comfortable place to rest and sleep, protected from extreme weather.

¢ Exercise: Dogs need to run and play to stay healthy and avoid boredom. Walks, fetch, and
playtime are important!
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¢ Grooming: Brushing their fur and occasional baths help keep their coat and skin healthy.

¢ Vet Visits: Regular check-ups with a veterinarian help prevent sickness and treat any
problems.

¢ Love and Attention: Dogs are social animals and need playtime and affection from their
human family!

Activity Time: Draw-a-Dog!
Let's put what we learned into practice!

1. Get your paper and crayons.

2. Draw a picture of a dog. It can be your own dog, a dog you know, or one from your
imagination!

3. Try to label these parts: Nose, Ears, Fur, Paws, Tail.

4. Think about what senses your dog is using. Are its ears perked up? Is it sniffing something
interesting? Add details to show this!

5. Optional: If you looked at pictures of different breeds, draw two very different breeds side-by-
side and talk about their differences.

Conclusion

Wow, dogs are fascinating creatures! We learned about their amazing senses, their different body
parts, why there are so many breeds, and how to take good care of them. Keep observing the dogs
you meet (always ask permission before petting!) and see what else you can learn about our canine
companions!

October 30, 2023 - Page 2 of 2



