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Baking Up a Great Story: Descriptive & Procedural Writing
Let's mix things up! Just like baking a delicious cake requires the right ingredients and steps, crafting
compelling writing involves specific techniques. Today, we'll explore how to describe the amazing
experience of cake and how to write instructions so clear, anyone could bake your masterpiece!

Materials Needed:

Computer or notebook & pen/pencil
Access to online resources (optional, for recipe examples or inspiration)
Your favorite cake recipe (or the idea for one!)
Optional: Ingredients to actually bake a cake later!
Optional: Examples of food writing or well-written recipes

Activity 1: The Delicious Description

Think about your absolute favorite cake. Maybe it's one you love to bake, one someone makes for you,
or one you dream of trying. Close your eyes for a moment and imagine it.

Brainstorm Sensory Details: On your paper or document, create five sections: Sight, Smell,1.
Taste, Touch (Texture), Sound (maybe the crunch of sprinkles, the squish of frosting?). Jot down as
many words and phrases as you can for your chosen cake under each sense. Don't hold back –
think about the fluffy crumb, the glossy frosting, the sweet aroma, the rich flavor.
Descriptive Paragraph: Now, use those brainstormed details to write a paragraph describing2.
that cake as if you were presenting it to someone who has never seen or tasted it before. Focus
on using strong verbs and specific adjectives. Make the reader practically taste it! Challenge: Try
using a metaphor or simile (e.g., 'The frosting was as smooth as silk,' 'The chocolate flavor was a
dark, rich river').

Activity 2: The Perfect Procedure

Great bakers write great recipes! A recipe is a form of procedural writing – it tells someone how to do
something step-by-step. Clarity is key!

Analyze a Recipe (Optional): If you have a favorite recipe handy, look at how it's written.1.
Notice the use of command verbs (Mix, Bake, Pour, Whisk), the numbered steps, precise
measurements, and clear, concise language.
Write Your Recipe Steps: Think about the cake you described (or another you know well). Write2.
down the steps needed to bake it. Focus on:

Starting each step with a strong command verb.
Numbering the steps logically.
Including necessary measurements and temperatures.
Keeping instructions short and clear.
Mentioning any special techniques (like folding in ingredients gently).

Activity 3: Mixing Description and Procedure

Now, let's combine our skills! We'll write a short piece that tells the story of baking your cake, weaving
together the 'how-to' with the sensory experience.

Draft Your Baking Story: Write a narrative piece (a few paragraphs) about the process of1.
making your cake. Start perhaps with the anticipation (using some descriptive language). Weave
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in the key steps from your procedural writing (you don't need every single tiny detail, but the
main actions). Describe the sights, sounds, and smells as you bake. End with a satisfying
description of the finished cake, maybe even the first bite!
Revise and Refine: Read your story aloud. Does it flow well? Is the procedure clear within the2.
story? Is the description vivid? Look for places to add stronger verbs, more specific adjectives, or
clearer transitions. Check for any confusing steps.

Conclusion & Extension:

You've successfully blended descriptive flair with procedural clarity, just like mixing wet and dry
ingredients for a perfect cake! These skills are useful everywhere, from writing lab reports (procedure)
to crafting travel journals (description).

Fun Extension: Bake the cake you wrote about! Pay attention to the sensory details and the steps.
Does the real experience match your writing? You could even revise your piece afterwards or create a
mini 'Cake Cookbook' with descriptive introductions for each recipe.


