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Praying Mantis Spelling Adventure!
Materials You'll Need:

Paper (lined and plain)
Pencil
Eraser
Dictionary (book or online)
Colored pencils or crayons (optional, for drawing activity)
Your awesome brain!

Get Ready for a Mantis Mission!
Hi there, amazing fourth grader! Today, we're going on a Language Arts adventure, but with a cool
science twist. We know you're interested in the praying mantis life cycle, so we're going to become
super spellers using words all about these fascinating insects! It's like being a word detective and a
scientist at the same time.

Your Spelling Words:
Here are the special words for our Praying Mantis Spelling Adventure. Let's look at them together:

mantis
insect
ootheca (This is the fancy name for the egg case!)
hatch
nymph (This is a young mantis!)
molt (When the nymph sheds its skin to grow)
adult
predator (An animal that hunts others)
prey (An animal hunted by others)
cycle

Word Explorer Activities:
Dictionary Dig: Look up each word in the dictionary. Write down its definition in your own1.
words. How many syllables does each word have? Clap them out!
Word Breakdown: Can you spot any smaller words inside our spelling words (like 'in' in2.
'insect')? Are there any tricky letter combinations?
Alphabetical Order: Write your spelling words down in alphabetical order. This helps you3.
look closely at the first few letters!
Rainbow Write: Write each spelling word three times. For the first time, use your pencil. For4.
the second time, trace over it with one color. For the third time, trace with another color!

Sentence Creation Station:
Show off your spelling skills! Write one sentence for each spelling word. Make sure your sentence is
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about praying mantises or their life cycle. For example: 'The tiny nymph will molt several times
before it becomes an adult mantis.'

Fun Finish: Life Cycle Sketch & Spell!
Let's combine art and spelling! On a plain piece of paper, draw the praying mantis life cycle. Start
with the ootheca, then show the nymphs hatching, the nymph stage, molting, and finally the adult
mantis. Label each part of your drawing using the correct spelling words from our list! Use colored
pencils to make it extra cool.

Check Your Skills:
Ask a grown-up to call out the spelling words for a quick practice test. See how many you can spell
perfectly! Remember, practice makes progress!

Great job exploring the world of praying mantises and becoming a super speller today!


