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Hello Kitty's Super Sweet History Adventure!
Materials:

¢ Internet access for research

¢ Notebook or paper

¢ Pens, pencils, markers, or crayons

¢ Optional: Your favorite Hello Kitty item!

Introduction: More Than Just Cute!

Did you know your favorite character, Hello Kitty, has a fascinating history connected to big changes
in Japan and around the world? Today, we're going on an adventure to explore the story behind the
sweetness and discover how Hello Kitty became a global superstar!

What Does 'Kawaii' Mean?

'Kawaii' is a Japanese word that means 'cute,' 'lovable,' or 'adorable.' But it's more than just a word;
it's a whole culture in Japan! Think about Hello Kitty - she's the definition of kawaii! This love for all
things cute became super popular in Japan, especially after World War Il, as the country rebuilt and
developed a new, peaceful identity. People were looking for cheerfulness and comfort, and kawaii
culture provided that.

Hello Kitty Enters the World! (1970s Japan)

Imagine Japan in the 1970s. The country was booming economically. People, especially young girls,
had more pocket money and were looking for fun things to buy. A company called Sanrio, founded
by Shintaro Tsuji, noticed this. His idea was simple: add cute designs to everyday items to make
people smile. In 1974, designer Yuko Shimizu created a little white cat with a red bow, sitting
between a milk bottle and a goldfish bowl on a small vinyl coin purse. That cat was Hello Kitty! She
didn't have a mouth, so people could imagine her feeling happy or sad along with them.

From Japan to the World: Hello Globalization!

Hello Kitty wasn't just popular in Japan for long. Sanrio started marketing her internationally.
Through clever branding, licensing (putting her image on LOTS of different products - pencils,
backpacks, clothes, even airplanes!), and her simple, universally understood cuteness, Hello Kitty
traveled across the globe. She became an icon, representing not just Japan, but also friendship and
kindness worldwide. This spread is part of a bigger historical process called 'globalization' - the way
ideas, products, and cultures travel easily between countries.

Activity: Kawaii History!
Let's get creative! Choose one of the following:

1. Kawaii Historical Figure: Pick a figure from history we've studied (like Queen Elizabeth I,
George Washington, or maybe even a historical figure from Japan!). Redesign them in the
'kawaii' style. Think simple lines, big eyes (or no mouth like Kitty!), and cute features. Draw
your kawaii historical figure!

2. Hello Kitty Travels Through Time: Imagine Hello Kitty visiting a specific historical event or
time period (like Ancient Egypt, the American Revolution, or JJ000 Medieval times). Draw a
picture or write a short story about her adventure. What would she see? Who would she meet?
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Wrap-up: Thinking Back

Hello Kitty started as a simple character on a coin purse but became much more. She reflects
changes in post-war Japan, the rise of 'kawaii' culture, and how businesses and ideas can spread
globally. What did you find most surprising about Hello Kitty's history?
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