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Materials Needed:

Computer with Internet Access

Paper or Notebook

Pencil or Pen

Optional: Coloring pencils/markers

Optional: Books or documentaries about the Titanic

All Aboard! Exploring the Story of the Titanic

Welcome, historian! Today, we're diving deep (pun intended!) into the fascinating and tragic story of
one of the most famous ships in history: the RMS Titanic. Get ready to explore its journey, the people
aboard, and why its story still captures our imagination over 100 years later.

What Was the Titanic?

Imagine a ship as long as three football fields and as tall as an 11-story building! The RMS Titanic,
built in Belfast, Northern Ireland, was the largest ship afloat at the time it launched in 1911. It was
operated by the White Star Line and was designed to be the most luxurious and comfortable way to
cross the Atlantic Ocean between Southampton, England, and New York City, USA. It had swimming
pools, gyms, fancy restaurants, and beautiful cabins. Many people called it 'unsinkable'.

The Maiden Voyage

On April 10, 1912, the Titanic set sail from Southampton on its very first (maiden) voyage, filled with
excitement and passengers from all walks of life - from some of the wealthiest people in the world in
First Class to hopeful immigrants seeking a new life in America in Third Class (also called Steerage).

For four days, the journey went smoothly. But late on the night of April 14, 1912, in the icy waters of
the North Atlantic, disaster struck.

Disaster Strikes!

Despite warnings about icebergs in the area, the Titanic was sailing quickly. Around 11:40 PM,
lookouts spotted an iceberg directly ahead. Although the crew tried to turn the ship, it was too large
and moving too fast to avoid a collision. The iceberg scraped along the side of the Titanic, punching
holes below the waterline.

Water began flooding into the ship's compartments. Although the Titanic was designed to stay afloat
even if some compartments flooded, the damage was too severe. Slowly, the 'unsinkable' ship began
to sink.

Why Did It Sink & Why Was Loss of Life So Great?

Several factors contributed to the tragedy:

¢ Speed: The ship was traveling too fast in an area known to have icebergs.

e Warnings Ignored: Several iceberg warnings received earlier that day weren't passed on to
the bridge effectively.

¢ Lifeboats: There were not enough lifeboats for everyone on board. Regulations at the time
were outdated and based on ship tonnage, not passenger numbers. There were only enough
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lifeboat spaces for about half the people on the ship.
¢ Night Conditions: It was a moonless, calm night, making it harder to spot icebergs until it
was too late (calm water doesn't create waves breaking against the base of an iceberg).

Who Was On Board?

Over 2,200 people were on the Titanic. Their experiences varied greatly depending on their ticket
class.

First Class: Wealthy industrialists, socialites, and famous people. They had luxurious suites
and access to all the ship's amenities.

Second Class: Professionals, teachers, and middle-class families. Comfortable cabins and
dining rooms.

Third Class (Steerage): Primarily immigrants moving to America. Basic accommodations
located lower in the ship.

Crew: Captain Edward Smith, officers, engineers, stokers (who shoveled coal), stewards,
musicians, and more.

Tragically, survival rates were heavily influenced by class and gender. Women and children,
particularly those in First Class, were given priority in the lifeboats. More than 1,500 people lost their
lives.

Rescue and Aftermath

The nearby ship RMS Carpathia responded to the Titanic's distress calls and arrived about two hours
after the sinking, rescuing the approximately 705 survivors from the lifeboats.

The disaster shocked the world. Inquiries were held in both the United States and Great Britain. The
tragedy led to major improvements in maritime safety, including:

¢ Requirements for enough lifeboats for everyone on board.

¢ Mandatory lifeboat drills.

¢ The creation of the International Ice Patrol to monitor icebergs in the North Atlantic.
¢ Improvements in radio communication regulations (requiring 24-hour radio watch).

Activity & Discussion:

1. Timeline: On your paper, create a simple timeline of the Titanic's maiden voyage. Include:
Date departed, Date hit iceberg, Approximate time hit iceberg, Date sank, Date survivors
rescued.

2. What Would You Pack?: Imagine you were a Third Class passenger emigrating to America.
You can only bring one small trunk. What essential items would you pack for your journey and
new life? Why?

3. Think About It: Why do you think people are still so interested in the Titanic today? What
lessons can we learn from its story?

The story of the Titanic is a powerful reminder of ambition, human error, the forces of nature, and
the importance of safety. It continues to teach us about history, technology, and social structures
from over a century ago.
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