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Objective
By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to analyze and discuss the representation of
disabilities in literature, identify common themes and motifs related to disabilities, and demonstrate an
understanding of the impact of disabilities on characters and their stories.

Materials and Prep
Access to a library or online resources for reading materials
Paper and pen for note-taking
Computer or tablet for research and discussion

Activities
Introduce the topic of disabilities in literature and discuss the importance of representation.1.
Encourage the student to share any personal experiences or thoughts on the subject.
Choose a book or short story that prominently features a character with a disability. Provide the2.
student with a copy of the text or guide them to an online version.
Read the selected text together, or have the student read it independently. Encourage active3.
reading by taking notes on significant passages, character development, and any themes or
motifs related to disabilities.
Engage in a discussion about the text, focusing on the representation of disabilities and its impact4.
on the story. Encourage the student to express their thoughts, ask questions, and make
connections to real-life experiences or other literary works.
Ask the student to write a short analysis or reflection on the text, highlighting the key themes and5.
motifs related to disabilities. Encourage them to provide examples from the text to support their
analysis.
Conclude the lesson by discussing the importance of diverse representation in literature and its6.
impact on raising awareness and promoting empathy towards individuals with disabilities.

Twelfth Grade Talking Points
"Literature serves as a mirror to society, reflecting the diverse experiences and perspectives of
individuals. In the case of disabilities, it allows us to gain a deeper understanding of the
challenges and triumphs faced by people with disabilities."
"Analyzing the representation of disabilities in literature helps us recognize and challenge
stereotypes and misconceptions surrounding disabilities, fostering a more inclusive society."
"By exploring the themes and motifs related to disabilities in literature, we can gain insights into
the physical, emotional, and social impact of disabilities on individuals and their communities."
"Understanding the experiences of characters with disabilities in literature can help us develop
empathy and compassion, promoting a more inclusive and accepting society."
"Through literature, we can also examine the intersectionality of disabilities with other aspects of
identity, such as race, gender, and socioeconomic status, providing a more nuanced perspective
on the challenges faced by individuals with disabilities."


