Kids Nature Detective: Fun Outdoor Earth Science & Exploration Activity / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Materials You'll Need:

¢ A small bucket or container

A magnifying glass (optional, but fun!)

Old clothes or an apron (optional, we might get a little dirty!)
A clear space outdoors (backyard, park)

Paper or a small notebook

e Crayons

Let's Be Nature Detectives!

Hello, amazing Nature Detective! Today, we're going on an adventure right outside our door to explore
the wonderful Earth beneath our feet and all around us. Our mission is to discover what cool things
nature has left for us to find!

Activity 1: The Great Ground Discovery

Let's head outside! Take your bucket with you. Our first mission is to carefully collect some treasures
from the ground. Look for:

¢ Different kinds of rocks (Can you find a smooth one? A bumpy one?)
Different kinds of leaves (Are they green? Brown? Big? Small?)
Some soil or dirt (What does it feel like? What does it smell like?)
Small twigs or pieces of bark.

¢ Anything else interesting you find! (Maybe a feather, a seed pod?)

Remember to be gentle with any living creatures we might see!

Activity 2: Super Senses Station

Bring your collection back to our 'Nature Lab' (maybe a blanket on the grass or a table). Let's use our
super senses!

1. Look Closely: Use your magnifying glass (if you have one) to look really close at your treasures.
What details do you see now?

2. Feel: Gently touch each item. Is it smooth? Rough? Hard? Soft? Crumbly?

3. Smell: Carefully smell some of your items, like the soil or a leaf. What does it remind you of?

4. Sort: Can you sort your treasures into groups? Maybe all the rocks together, all the leaves
together? Or maybe sort by color? Or by texture (all the smooth things, all the rough things)?

Activity 3: Nature Art & Journal

Let's draw our favorite discoveries! Use your paper and crayons to draw pictures of the rocks, leaves, or
twigs you found. Try to use the right colors! You can tell me about your drawing, and | can help you
write a word for it, like 'ROCK' or 'LEAF".

August 15, 2023 - Page 1 of 2



Kids Nature Detective: Fun Outdoor Earth Science & Exploration Activity / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

Wrap-Up Chat

Wow, look at all the amazing things we found! All of these things a€“ the rocks, the soil, the plants a€*

are part of our Earth! The Earth is made up of so many different and wonderful parts. Isn't it fun being a
nature detective and exploring our world?
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