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Become a Reading Detective: The Art of Annotation!
Materials Needed:

A short, interesting reading passage (like a story excerpt, article, or poem - about 1-2 pages)
Pencil or pen
Optional: Highlighters or colored pens
Optional: Sticky notes

Hi there, Reading Detective! Ever read something and immediately forget what it was about? Or
maybe you found parts confusing? Today, we're learning a super-skill called Annotation. Think of it
like having a conversation with the book or article you're reading!

What is Annotation?

Annotation simply means making notes directly on the text (or on sticky notes if you can't write in
the book). It's like leaving clues for yourself about what you're thinking, questioning, or finding
important as you read. It helps you stay focused and understand things much more deeply.

Why Should We Annotate?

Boosts Understanding: It forces you to slow down and think about what the words actually
mean.
Improves Memory: Writing things down helps you remember them later.
Keeps You Engaged: It turns passive reading into active thinking!
Helps Find Info Later: Your notes guide you back to important parts quickly.

Annotation Tools & Techniques (Your Detective Kit!)

You don't need fancy tools, just your brain and a pencil! Here are some common ways to annotate:

Underline or Highlight: Mark key ideas, main points, or sentences that seem really1.
important. Don't highlight everything, just the key stuff!
Circle Unknown Words: Circle words you don't know so you can look them up later.2.
Write in the Margins: This is where the real conversation happens!3.

Summarize: Briefly jot down the main idea of a paragraph.
Ask Questions: Write down questions that pop into your head (e.g., "Why did the
character do that?" "What does this mean?").
Make Connections: Note links to your own life (Text-to-Self), other books (Text-to-
Text), or the world (Text-to-World).
React: Note your feelings or opinions (e.g., "Wow!" "I disagree." "This is confusing.").

Use Symbols: Create your own code! Examples:4.
* = Important point
? = Question / Confusing part
! = Surprising or interesting part
� / � = Your reaction

Let's Practice! - Detective Time!

Okay, grab your reading passage and your pencil. Let's try this out:

First Pass: Read the passage through once just to get the general idea.1.
Second Pass - Annotate!: Read it again, slowly. This time, be an active detective!2.
Read the first paragraph or section together. Let's annotate it using some of the techniques3.
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above. What's the main point? Any unknown words? Any questions?
Now, you try! Read the rest of the passage and annotate as you go. Underline key ideas, circle4.
tricky words, write notes and questions in the margin, use symbols. Talk back to the text!

Debriefing - What Did We Find?

Great work, detective! Let's talk about it:

What kinds of things did you mark? Show me some of your annotations.
Why did you mark those specific parts?
Did you find any words you needed to look up?
What questions did you ask? Can we find the answers?
Did annotating help you understand or focus on the reading more? How?

Keep Annotating!

Annotation is a skill that gets better with practice. Try using it whenever you read for school or even
just for fun. You can even create your own personal 'Annotation Key' with your favorite symbols!
Happy reading and annotating!


