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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to understand the expansion of the Roman Empire
and its impact on different regions.

Materials and Prep

Map of the Roman Empire

Printouts of key events and figures related to the expansion of the Roman Empire
Pencils and paper

Access to online resources (optional)

Prior knowledge required: Basic understanding of the Roman Empire and its origins.
Activities

e Map Exploration: Provide the student with a map of the Roman Empire and ask them to
identify the core territories of the empire. Have them label major cities, rivers, and other
significant landmarks.

¢ Timeline Creation: Ask the student to create a timeline showcasing the major events and
conquests that led to the expansion of the Roman Empire. They can include important dates,
descriptions, and illustrations.

¢ Role-Playing: Assign the student a specific role, such as a Roman general, a conquered tribe
leader, or a Roman citizen, and have them act out scenarios that demonstrate the challenges
and benefits of Roman expansion.

¢ Research Project: Encourage the student to research and write a short report on one of the
key figures involved in the expansion of the Roman Empire, such as Julius Caesar, Augustus, or
Trajan. They should include information about their achievements, strategies, and impact on
the empire.

Talking Points

¢ Reasons for Expansion: The Roman Empire expanded for various reasons, such as gaining
wealth, resources, and power. As Rome grew, it sought to control trade routes, protect its
borders, and spread its influence.

¢ Conquest Strategies: The Romans were skilled military strategists. They used a combination
of diplomacy, alliances, and military force to conquer new territories. They often offered
benefits to conquered peoples, such as Roman citizenship or protection, to maintain control.

¢ Impact on Conquered Peoples: The expansion of the Roman Empire had different effects on
conquered peoples. Some experienced benefits, such as improved infrastructure and access to
Roman culture, while others faced oppression and loss of independence.

¢ Legacy of Roman Expansion: The expansion of the Roman Empire left a lasting impact on
the world. Roman laws, language (Latin), architecture, and cultural traditions influenced future
civilizations, including those in Europe and the Western world.
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