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Objective

By the end of this lesson, you will understand the expansion of the Roman Empire and its impact on
different regions.

Materials and Prep
¢ Pen and paper

e Access to a computer or library for research
e Map of the Roman Empire (optional)

Activities

1. Create a Timeline:
Using your research skills, create a timeline of the expansion of the Roman Empire. Start with the

founding of Rome and include significant events, such as the Punic Wars and the conquest of
Gaul. Be sure to include dates and brief descriptions of each event.

2. Map the Expansion:
Using a map of the Roman Empire or an online map, identify and label the regions that were

conquered by the Romans. Pay attention to the different territories and their proximity to Rome.
Discuss how the expansion affected the empire's size and power.

3. Research Regional Impact:
Select one region that was conquered by the Romans and research its cultural, social, and

economic impact. Write a short report highlighting how the Roman presence influenced the
region's architecture, language, trade, or other aspects of life.

Talking Points
e The Roman Empire started as a small city-state called Rome and gradually expanded its territories

through conquests.

"The Romans were ambitious and wanted to expand their influence and control over neighboring
regions."

e The Punic Wars were a series of conflicts between Rome and Carthage, resulting in the Roman
conquest of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica.

"The Punic Wars were intense battles fought between Rome and Carthage, and Rome emerged as
the victor, gaining control over important Mediterranean territories."
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¢ Julius Caesar played a significant role in the expansion of the Roman Empire, conquering Gaul
(present-day France) and establishing Roman control in Britain.

"Julius Caesar was a skilled military leader who expanded Roman territories by conquering Gaul
and making attempts to invade Britain."

¢ The Roman Empire's expansion had both positive and negative impacts on the conquered regions.
"The Roman Empire brought advancements in architecture, engineering, and governance to the
conquered regions, but it also imposed its culture and disrupted local traditions."

e The Roman Empire eventually faced challenges in maintaining its vast territories, leading to its
decline and eventual fall.

"As the Roman Empire grew larger, it became difficult to govern effectively, leading to internal
conflicts, invasions, and the eventual collapse of the empire."
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