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Objective

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to analyze the book "Hiroshima" by John Hersey and
discuss its themes and impact.

Materials and Prep

¢ Copy of the book "Hiroshima" by John Hersey
¢ Pen and paper for note-taking

Activities

e Activity 1: Pre-Reading Discussion
Engage in a conversation with a partner or family member about what you already know or
have heard about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Write down any questions or thoughts
that come up during the discussion.

¢ Activity 2: Reading and Annotation
Read the first chapter of "Hiroshima" and annotate important passages or moments that stand
out to you. Take notes on characters, settings, and any other details that catch your attention.

e Activity 3: Reflective Writing
Write a short reflection on the first chapter of "Hiroshima." Discuss your initial thoughts and
feelings about the book and how it has impacted you so far. Include any questions or
predictions you have for the rest of the story.

¢ Activity 4: Group Discussion
Join a virtual book club or find a discussion forum online where you can share your thoughts on
"Hiroshima" with others who have read the book. Engage in a meaningful discussion about the
themes, characters, and historical significance of the story.

¢ Activity 5: Creative Response
Choose a creative way to respond to the book "Hiroshima." This could be through writing a
poem, creating artwork, composing a song, or any other form of expression that captures your
interpretation and emotional response to the story.

Talking Points

¢ Understanding the Context
"Before we dive into the book, let's discuss the historical context of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima. This event took place during World War Il and had a significant impact on the
course of history. It's important to understand the devastation caused by the bomb and its
long-lasting effects on the people of Hiroshima."

¢ Character Analysis
"As we read, pay close attention to the different characters in the book. Take note of their
experiences, emotions, and how they cope with the aftermath of the bombing. We will discuss
their motivations, strengths, and weaknesses, and how they contribute to the overall
narrative."

¢ Themes and Symbolism
"Throughout the book, you will encounter various themes and symbols. Pay attention to
recurring motifs or ideas, such as the concept of resilience, the horrors of war, or the fragility
of life. Think about how these themes and symbols contribute to the overall message of the
story."

¢ Impact and Reflection
"As you read and reflect on the book, consider the impact it has on you personally. How does it
make you feel? What thoughts or questions does it raise? Take the time to reflect on the
themes and messages of the book and how they connect to your own life and understanding of
history."
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