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Objective

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to understand and use the abacus to perform basic
arithmetic calculations.

Materials and Prep

¢ An abacus
¢ Paper and pencil
¢ A quiet and comfortable learning space

No prior knowledge is required for this lesson.
Activities

1. Introduction to the Abacus: Start by introducing the abacus to the student. Explain its history and
purpose.

2. Abacus Basics: Teach the student how to read and represent numbers on the abacus. Show them
how to slide the beads to represent different values.

3. Counting and Addition: Practice counting and adding numbers using the abacus. Start with simple
examples and gradually increase the difficulty.

4. Subtraction and Negative Numbers: Introduce the concept of subtraction and how it can be done
using the abacus. Teach the student how to represent negative numbers on the abacus.

5. Multiplication: Demonstrate how to perform multiplication using the abacus. Show the student the
step-by-step process and encourage them to practice on their own.

6. Challenge Questions: Provide the student with a set of challenging questions involving various
operations. Allow them to solve these problems using the abacus.

Talking Points

¢ "The abacus is an ancient calculating tool that has been used for thousands of years."

¢ "The abacus consists of rows of beads that can be moved back and forth."

¢ "Each row on the abacus represents a different place value."

e "To read a number on the abacus, we start from the right and move left, adding up the values of
the beads."

¢ "To add numbers on the abacus, we slide the beads to represent the numbers we want to add,
and then count the total."

e "Subtraction on the abacus is similar to addition, but we slide the beads in the opposite direction."

¢ "Negative numbers can be represented on the abacus by using a special bead or by moving all the
beads to one side."

e "Multiplication on the abacus is done by repeating addition."

¢ "The abacus can help us solve complex calculations quickly and efficiently."

¢ "Practice is key to becoming proficient with the abacus. The more you practice, the better you will
become.”
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