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Objective
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to explore the historical context and influences behind "The
Vampire Diaries" and understand how historical events can shape popular culture.

Materials and Prep
A computer or tablet with internet access
Pen and paper for note-taking
Access to the "The Vampire Diaries" TV series or books

Activities
Activity 1: Historical Research - Research the time period in which "The Vampire Diaries" is set
(e.g., 19th-century Mystic Falls) and create a timeline of important historical events that occurred
during that time. Include information about significant figures, political movements, and cultural
changes.
Activity 2: Compare and Contrast - Watch an episode or read a chapter of "The Vampire
Diaries" and identify any historical references or influences. Write a short essay comparing and
contrasting the portrayal of historical events in the show/book with their actual historical context.
Activity 3: Pop Culture Analysis - Analyze how historical events and themes are used in
popular culture, including TV shows, movies, and books. Choose another popular vampire-themed
series or movie and compare its use of history with "The Vampire Diaries." Discuss the reasons
behind the inclusion or alteration of historical elements.

Talking Points
Historical Context: "The Vampire Diaries" is set in the fictional town of Mystic Falls during the
19th century. It is important to understand the historical events and social norms of that time to
fully appreciate the story.
Political Climate: During the 19th century, Mystic Falls would have been influenced by various
political movements, such as the abolitionist movement and the American Civil War. These events
may have shaped the characters' motivations and interactions.
Cultural Influences: The culture and society of Mystic Falls would have been influenced by the
prevailing attitudes and beliefs of the time. Explore how the show/book incorporates elements of
19th-century culture, such as fashion, etiquette, and social hierarchy.
Historical Accuracy: While "The Vampire Diaries" is a work of fiction, it often draws inspiration
from real historical events. Discuss the importance of accurate historical representation in popular
culture and the potential impact it can have on viewers/readers.
Comparing Fiction and Reality: Analyze the similarities and differences between the portrayal
of historical events in "The Vampire Diaries" and the actual historical context. Consider the
reasons behind any deviations from historical accuracy and how they contribute to the overall
storytelling.
Pop Culture and History: Explore the ways in which popular culture incorporates historical
elements to create engaging narratives. Discuss the appeal of historical themes in modern
entertainment and how they can shape our understanding of the past.


