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Objective

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to analyze and understand the key elements of gothic
genre poetry through the study of "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe.

Materials and Prep

¢ Copy of "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe
¢ Pen/pencil and paper
e Computer or tablet with internet access (optional)

Activities

¢ Reading Comprehension: Read "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe. Take notes on the main
themes, imagery, and literary devices used in the poem.

¢ Analyzing Structure: Identify the rhyme scheme and meter of the poem. Explore how these
elements contribute to the overall mood and tone of the poem.

¢ Visual Representation: Create a visual representation, such as a drawing or a collage, that
captures the essence of "The Raven" and its gothic atmosphere.

¢ Writing Exercise: Write a short story or poem inspired by the gothic genre. Incorporate some
of the elements and themes you identified in "The Raven".

¢ Discussion: Engage in a discussion with a classmate, parent, or teacher about your
interpretation of "The Raven" and share your creative writing piece.

Talking Points

e What is gothic genre poetry? Gothic genre poetry is a form of literature that focuses on
dark, mysterious, and supernatural themes. It often includes elements such as eerie settings,
intense emotions, and supernatural occurrences.

¢ Who is Edgar Allan Poe? Edgar Allan Poe was an American writer known for his works of
horror and mystery. He is considered one of the pioneers of the gothic genre and is particularly
famous for his poem "The Raven".

¢ What are the main themes in "The Raven"? Some of the main themes in "The Raven"
include death, loss, grief, and the human psyche. The poem explores the narrator's descent
into madness and his obsession with the raven as a symbol of his own despair.

e What are some literary devices used in "The Raven"? "The Raven" makes use of various
literary devices, such as alliteration, repetition, symbolism, and imagery. These devices help
create a haunting and melancholic atmosphere throughout the poem.

¢ How does the structure of the poem contribute to its meaning? The poem follows a
specific rhyme scheme (ABCBBB) and is written in trochaic octameter, a meter that adds to the
poem's eerie and rhythmic quality. The repetition of certain phrases, such as "nevermore,"
emphasizes the narrator's torment and the raven's ominous presence.
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