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Theme: The Representation of Diversity in Youth Literature

Overview:

This week-long book study involves exploring themes of diversity, personal struggle, and acceptance
using the novels "A Different Sort of Normal" by Abigail Ralph, "Noise" by Kathleen Raymundo, and
"Buzzing" by Samuel Sattin. The lessons will promote critical thinking and personal reflection, while
encouraging connection with real-life experiences.

Day 1: Introduction to Themes of Diversity in Literature

Lesson Title: Understanding Diversity in Literature

Learning Objectives:

Students will identify and discuss the concept of diversity in literature.
Students will articulate their expectations and prior knowledge about the three books.
Timeline: Within 1 hour.

Materials Needed:

Whiteboard and markers
Chart paper and markers
Internet access for research
A different sort of Normal, Noise, and Buzzing books

Lesson Introduction: Start with an open discussion about diversity. Ask students to share what the
term means to them, and how they see it represented in media.

Instructional Procedures:

Exploration: Have students create a mind map on chart paper illustrating different aspects and
forms of diversity (e.g., race, ability, gender identity).
Explanation: Introduce the three books briefly, outlining the author’s backgrounds and their
inspirations.
Application: Students write a short paragraph on which character or theme they're most
interested in within the three books and why.
Reflection: Gather student thoughts and write a list of questions they'd like to explore this week.

Assessment and Evaluation:

Participation in the discussion; reflection points will be collected and used as a reference for the
week.

Integration with Other Subjects:

Incorporate psychology (understanding diversity and identity), and art (creating mind maps).

Differentiation and Personalization:

Group students by interest in the themes they write about for more targeted discussion.
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Real-Life Applications and Field Activities:

Encourage students to keep a journal about examples of diversity in their everyday lives.

Resources for Further Learning:

Articles on diversity in literature, websites promoting young adult fiction.

Day 2: Deep Dive into "A Different Sort of Normal"

Lesson Title: Exploring Acceptance and Identity

Learning Objectives:

Students will summarize key events from "A Different Sort of Normal."
Students will analyze characters’ responses to societal challenges.
Timeline: Within 1 hour.

Materials Needed:

A different sort of Normal book
Reading journal or notebook
Discussion questions (prepared beforehand)

Lesson Introduction: Begin by asking what makes one feel 'normal' and how that relates to the
characters in the book.

Instructional Procedures:

Exploration: Read selected chapters (as assigned).
Explanation: Discuss the author’s portrayal of acceptance and identity. Use discussion questions
to guide.
Application: In small groups, create character profiles highlighting their unique traits and
challenges.
Reflection: Each student shares a personal experience related to the idea of acceptance.

Assessment and Evaluation:

Character profiles will be assessed informally by participation.

Integration with Other Subjects:

Creative writing: Write a diary entry from the perspective of a character from the book.

Differentiation and Personalization:

Pair struggling readers with proficient readers to support each other.

Real-Life Applications and Field Activities:

Host a “sharing circle” where students discuss personal stories of acceptance.
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Resources for Further Learning:

Author interviews and discussions on the book’s themes from educational websites.

Day 3: Analyzing "Noise"

Lesson Title: Voices That Matter

Learning Objectives:

Students will analyze major themes and symbols in "Noise."
Students will explore the impact of characters' voices and personal narratives.
Timeline: Within 1 hour.

Materials Needed:

Noise book
Markers and large paper for mind mapping
Discussion questions

Lesson Introduction: Discuss the importance of having a voice. Ask students how they express their
own voices in various settings.

Instructional Procedures:

Exploration: Read selected chapters together.
Explanation: Discuss symbols and major themes highlighted in today’s reading.
Application: Create a group mind map illustrating how the characters’ voices impact the
storyline.
Reflection: Journaling prompt: How do you express your voice? Reflect on the challenges.

Assessment and Evaluation:

Contributions to mind map. Written reflections will be reviewed.

Integration with Other Subjects:

Connect with music: Listen to songs that serve as voices of modern youth.

Differentiation and Personalization:

Provide sentence starters or graphic organizers for those who need scaffolding.

Real-Life Applications and Field Activities:

Organize a “creative expression” day where students can share their voices through various
mediums (art, music, spoken word).

Resources for Further Learning:

Relevant TED Talks on self-expression.
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Day 4: Dissecting "Buzzing"

Lesson Title: Navigating Challenging Journeys

Learning Objectives:

Students will summarize and analyze the challenges faced in "Buzzing."
Students will evaluate character development and change throughout the story.
Timeline: Within 1 hour.

Materials Needed:

Buzzing book
Paper for character analysis charts
Discussion questions

Lesson Introduction: Discuss what it means to navigate challenges and how different individuals cope
with adversity.

Instructional Procedures:

Exploration: Read assigned chapters from "Buzzing."
Explanation: Discuss character development and how challenges shape identities within the text.
Application: Fill out character analysis charts in pairs discussing transformations.
Reflection: Reflect on a personal challenge faced and how it has shaped you.

Assessment and Evaluation:

Character charts will serve as an informal assessment of understanding.

Integration with Other Subjects:

Physical Education: Discuss physical challenges faced by different athletes.

Differentiation and Personalization:

Offer additional texts or materials for advanced readers who want to dive deeper.

Real-Life Applications and Field Activities:

Plan a "challenge day" where students can step outside their comfort zones safely (e.g., a new
skill or activity).

Resources for Further Learning:

Worksheets on character development in other narratives.

Day 5: Comparative Analysis and Reflection

Lesson Title: Connecting the Dots
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Learning Objectives:

Students will compare and contrast themes from all three books.
Students will reflect on their personal growth throughout the week.
Timeline: Within 1 hour.

Materials Needed:

Chart paper for comparison
Writing instruments
Journals for reflection

Lesson Introduction: Begin with a quick brainstorming session—what elements connected these three
books?

Instructional Procedures:

Exploration: Create a large Venn diagram comparing themes, characters, and messages from all
three books.
Explanation: Share insights about how each story contributes to the conversation on diversity.
Application: Write a reflective piece synthesizing what they learned from each book.
Reflection: Share their reflections with the group.

Assessment and Evaluation:

Venn diagrams and reflective writing will be assessed for completeness and depth.

Integration with Other Subjects:

Art: Create a visual representation of shared themes.

Differentiation and Personalization:

Offer options for presentation (write a poem, create a slideshow, or a visual art piece).

Real-Life Applications and Field Activities:

Organize a family book club discussion night to share what they learned with family members.

Resources for Further Learning:

Suggestions for further reading: more books that address similar themes.

Final Note:

This lesson plan is designed to be flexible and adaptable to varying schedules and dynamics of
homeschooling families. Ensure active parent involvement to discuss readings and reflections. Empower
students to explore their interests and personal experiences within the themes presented in these
books.


